
College English (Fast Reading)  
Book Three

1. On the Stock Exchange
The London Stock Exchange has always been famous as a place for men only, and women used to be strictly forbidden to enter. But the world is changing day by day, and even the Stock Exchange, which seemed to be a man’s castle, is gradually opening its doors to the other sex. On 16th November 1971, a great decision was taken. The Stock Exchange Council (the body of men that administers the Stock Exchange) decided that women should be allowed on to the new trading floor when it opened in 1973. But the “castle” had not been completely conquered. The first girls to work in the “house” were not brokers or jobbers. They were neither allowed to become partners in stockbroking firms, nor to be authorized dealers in stocks and shares. They were simply junior clerks and telephone operators.

Women have been trying to get into the Stock Exchange for many years. Several votes have been taken in “The House” to see whether the members would be willing to allow women to become members, but the answer has always been “No”. There have been three refusals of this kind since 1967. Now women are admitted, although in a very junior capacity. Two firms of jobbers made an application to the Stock Exchange Council to be allowed to employ girl clerks. Permission was finally given. A member of the Stock Exchange explained, after this news had been given, “The new floor is going to be different from the old one. All the jobbers will have their own stands, with space for a telephone and typewriters. Therefore there will have to be typists and telephone operators. So women must be allowed in.” This decision did not mean a very great victory in the war for equal rights for women. However, it was a step in the right direction. The Chairman of the Stock Exchange said: “I think that the opening of the new building will eventually lead to women being allowed to have full membership of the Stock Exchange. It is only a matter of time; it must happen.”
(4.5 minutes     375 words)

1. It was not until 16th November, 1971 that ______.
  a. the London Stock Exchange opened its doors to women
  b. women began to work in the London Stock Exchange for the first time.

  c. The Council decided to allow women on to the new trading floor when it opened in 1973

  d. the “castle” was completely conquered

2. The first girls ________

  a. were allowed to enter “The House” in a very junior capacity

  b. served as brokers or jobbers in “The House”
  c. were allowed to become partners in stockbroking firms

  d. were authorized as dealers in stocks and shares

3. Which of the following is true according to this passage?

  a. Since 1973 women have been allowed to work with the London Stock Exchange.

  b. Women have recently been allowed to become partners in stockbroking firms.

  c. Women were never officially allowed to enter the Stock Exchange.

  d. Only brokers or jobbers can get into the Stock Exchange.

4. Several votes have been taken in “The House” so as _______.

  a. to see if women were willing to become members

  b. to decide when women would be allowed into “The House”
  c. to find out whether the members were willing to allow women to become members.
  d. to decide when to allow women on to the new trading floor.

5. Who had the power to decide whether or not to employ girl clerks?

  a. The Stock Exchange Council.

  b. Any member of the Council.

  c. The firms of jobbers.

2. Aging
Aging is the process of growing old. It occurs eventually in every living thing provided, of course, that an illness or accident does not kill it prematurely. The most familiar outward sign of aging may be seen in old people, such as the graying of the hair and the wrinkling of the skin. Signs of aging in a pet dog or cat include loss of playfulness and energy, a decline in hearing and eyesight, or even a slight graying of the coat. Plants age too, but the signs are much harder to detect.
Most body parts grow bigger and stronger, and function more efficiently during childhood. They reach their peak at the time of maturity, or early adulthood. After that, they begin to decline. Bones, for example, gradually become lighter and more brittle. In the aged, the joints between the bones also become rigid and more inflexible. This can make moving more painful. 
All the major organs of the body show signs of aging. The brain, for example, works less efficiently, and even gets smaller in size. Thing processes of all sorts are slowed down. Old people often have trouble in remembering recent events.

One of the most serous changes of old age occurs in the arteries, the blood vessels that lead from the heart. They become thickened and constricted, allowing less blood to flow to the rest of the body. This condition accounts, directly or indirectly, for many of the disease of the aged. It may, for example, result in heart attack.

Aging is not a uniform process. Different parts of the body wear out at different rates. There are great differences among people in their rate of aging. Even the cells of the body differ in the way they age. The majority of cells are capable of reproducing themselves many times during the course of a lifetime. Nerve cells and muscle fibres can never be replaced once they wear out.
Gerontologists---scientists who study the process of aging---believe the wearing out of the body is controlled by a built-in biological time-clock. They are trying to discover how this clock works so that they can slow down the process. This could give man a longer life and a great number of productive years.
(4.5 minutes     375 words)

1. What is the main idea in the first paragraph?
  a. Signs of aging are easier to detect in animals than in plants.

  b. Aging occurs in every living thing after it has reached maturity.

  c. The outward signs of aging may be seen in old people.

  d. Not all signs of aging are visible.

2. When the brain begins to age_____.

  a. eyesight will begin to decline too.

b. it becomes lighter.

c. the thinking processes go on just as before.

d. memorization declines.

3. “The arteries” refers to ____.
  a. the paths along which blood flows to all parts of the body

  b. the tubes carrying blood back to the heart

  c. vessels that are thickened and constricted

  d. such heart diseases as suffered by old people

4. Many of the diseases of old people are the result of ______.

  a. lack of blood

  b. low blood pressure

  c. the thickening of the blood vessels

  d. poor blood circulation

5. “Aging is not a uniform process” means that _____.

  a. old people do not have the same outward signs of aging

  b. not all people age at the same age

  c. the process of aging is slow

  d. nerve cells and muscle fibres do not age simultaneously

6. Which of the statements about aging is false?

  a. People vary in their rate of aging.

  b. The cells of the body age in different ways.

  c. The various parts of the body do not wear out at the same time.
  d. All body cells once worn out can never be replaced.

7. Which piece of information is given in the passage?

  a. Gerontologists can give man a longer life.

  b. Gerontologists can prevent diseases connected with aging.

  c. Gerontologists have discovered that aging is controlled by a built-in biological time-clock.

  d. Gerontologists have found ways to slow down the process of aging.

8. According to the passage, what is responsible for many of the diseases of the old?

  a. Their trouble in remembering recent events.

  b. The worn-out nerve cells and muscle-fibres.

  c. The blood vessels that have become thickened and constricted.

  d. The rigid and inflexible joints between the bones.
3. The Escaped Robber

One evening Mr. Green was driving in his car along a lonely country road. He had been to London where he had drawn ￡50 from the bank, and he was now returning home with the money which he had put in his pocket book. At the loneliest part of the road a man in shabby, badly-fitting clothes stopped him and asked for a lift. Mr. Green told him to get into the car and continued on his way. As he talked to the man he learned that he had been in prison for robbery and had broken out of prison two days ago. Mr. Green was very worried at the thought of the ￡50 that he had put in his pocket book. Suddenly he saw a police-car and had a bright idea. He had just reached a small town where the speed limit was 30 miles an hour. He pressed down the accelerator and drove the car as fast as it would go. He looked back and saw that the police-car had seen him and had begun to chase him. After a mile or so the police-car overtook him and ordered him to stop. A policeman got out and came to Mr. Green’s car. Mr. Green had hoped that he could tell the policeman about the escaped robber, but the man had taken a gun out of his pocket and had put it to Mr. Green’s back. The policeman took out his note-book and pencil and said he wanted Mr. Green’s name and address. Mr. Green asked to be taken to the police station but the policeman said, “No, I want your name and address now. You will have to appear at the police court later” So, Mr. Green gave the policeman his name and address. The policeman wrote it down, put his notebook and pencil back in his pocket and gave Mr. Green a talk about dangerous driving. Then Mr. Green started up his car again and drove on. He had given up all hope of his ￡50, but just as he reached the outskirts of London, the passenger said he wanted to get out here. Mr. Green stopped the car, the man got out and said, “Thanks for the lift. You’ve been good to me. This is the least I can do in return. ” And he handed Mr. Green the policeman’s notebook.
While the policeman had talked to Mr. Green, the thief had stolen the notebook.

(4.5 minutes     429 words)

1. What was Mr. Green’s purpose of visiting London?

  a. To draw some money from the bank.

  b. To buy a pocket book.

  c. To see a friend of his.

  d. Not mentioned in the passage.

2. Why did a man in shabby, badly-fitting clothes stop him?

  a. He said Mr. Green had driven too fast.

  b. He wanted Mr. Green to take him in his car to some place.

  c. Someone was chasing him and he wanted to hide himself in the car.

  d. He knew Mr. Green had some money with him.

3. What was Mr. Green worried about when he learned the man was an escaped robber?

  a. The ￡50 in his pocket book.

  b. His life.

  c. His car.

  d. His pocket book.

4. The policeman ________.

  a. asked why Mr. Green was driving so fast

  b. took a gun out of his pocket and put it to the robber’s back

  c. gave Mr. Green a ticket for dangerous driving

  d. wanted Mr. Green’s name and address, asking him to appear at the police court later.

5. Which of the following is true?

  a. Mr. Green wanted to be taken to the police station right away but the policeman refused him.

  b. The policeman asked Mr. Green to come to the police station right away.

  c. The policeman told Mr. Green that he would have to pay a fine.

  d. Mr. Green would not give his name and address but promises to appear at the police court later.
6. What did the robber give Mr. Green when he got out of the car?

  a. The pistol he had put to the back of Mr. Green.

  b. Some money.

  c. Some money and the stolen notebook.

  d. The policeman’s notebook.

7. Why did the robber steal the policeman’s notebook?

  a. He wanted to show he could do something other people could not do.

  b. He thought he should do something to save Mr. Green from trouble.

  c. He had no other purpose but playing a trick on the policeman.

  d. He meant to use the notebook to pay for the lift.
4. Gold Is the Devil

One day in 1848 a carpenter named Marshall, who worked in a saw mill on the American River in California, made a remarkable discovery. He noticed some bright yellow particles in the water, bent down to pick them up and took them to his partner, a Mr. Sutter. This was the beginning of the Californian Gold Rush. Sutter was a Swiss who had come to America some years earlier to make his fortune. The Governor of California had given him permission to found a settlement in the Sacramento Valley and his determination and energy had made him rich. He had built the mill in partnership with Marshall in order to make use of the abundant natural resources of his land.

Sutter realized the importance of the discovery and decided to file a claim so that his right to the gold would be established. So he sent a man named Bennet to San Francisco to see the Governor. He warned Bennet not to tell anyone in case people came to the valley before his claim was recognized. Bennet could not keep the secret but the people of San Francisco did not believe him at first. Then the editor of a weekly newspaper there, Sam Brannan, went to Sutter’s mill to make a report. When he came back he ran through the streets of the town shouting “Gold! Gold!” Within a month almost the entire population, then only 800 people, had gone to look for the precious metal. Soldiers deserted the army, sailors left their ships and men gave up their jobs so as not to miss the chance of becoming rich.
The news spread across America to Europe and thousands of people joined in the search. Those who went by ship had to sail round Cape Horn to reach California but some chose the overland route across America and wagon trains were formed for travelers to make the journey. Even then there were some who were prepared to cross the terrible desert of Death Valley in order to reach the gold a few days before the rest.

The Gold Rush proved a disaster for Sutter himself. For years he tried to evict the prospectors from his property so that his family might enjoy the wealth of his land, but his business was ruined. The prospectors did a great deal of damage, and killed one of his sons, and at the end of his life he was a poor man who continually stopped people in the street to tell them that Gold is the Devil.

(5 minutes     424 words)

1. Who was Marshall?
  a. A Swiss who has come to America to make his fortune.

  b. A friend of Mr. Sutter’s.

  c. The Governor of California.

  d. A newspaper reporter.

2. How did Marshall learn about the gold?

  a. He found it in the water by accident.

  b. His partner told him about it.

  c. He found it when he was in Sacramento Valley to try his luck.

  d. He got the information from a newspaper.

3. After Sutter heard about the gold _______.

  a. he went to California to make his fortune

  b. he and Marshall built up a mill on the American River

  c. he sent Bennet to San Francisco to see the Governor

  d. he asked Sam Brannan to send a reporter to Sacramento

4. When Bennet told people there was gold in the Sacramento Valley, _______.

  a. people rushed there immediately to look for gold

  b. they did not believe him

  c. Marshall was angry and fired him

  d. he was punished for not keeping the secret

5. How did some people make the journey to California at that time?

  a. They sailed round Cape Horn and then crossed the desert of Death Valley.

  b. They crossed America in wagon teams.

  c. They travelled across America in wagon teams.
  d. All of the above.

6. Sutter didn’t enjoy the wealth of his land because _____.

  a. he failed to get helping hands

  b. he was denied the right to the gold

  c. all his sons were killed

  d. his business was ruined

7. What do you think the story tells us?

  a. How to make a fortune with this precious metal.

  b. How gold was discovered in California.

  c. Gold does not always lead to happiness.

  d. Why some people do not like gold.

5. The Unwanted Box That Made Millions
For a long time Chester Carlson carried around his little black box — the invention over which he had worked and struggled for years. He showed it to the directors of twenty-one large American corporations, such as “General Electric, International Business Machines (IBM), Lockheed, and RCA.”

Nobody wanted it.

Nobody wanted to invest a penny in it.

It must be painful for those directors to think of Chester Carlson now. For the little black box is the heart of the multi-billion-dollar Xerox Corporation. Carlson is the inventor of “xerography” (from two Greek words meaning “dry writing”), the dry-printing process used in thousands of offices, businesses, industries, universities, shops, and government agencies around the world.

Thanks to Carlson, it now takes minutes to copy a document which, twenty years ago, would have kept a secretary busy for a whole day. And for a few pennies anyone could have a copy of anything from cooking recipes to Greek poetry. More than thirty billion such copies are made each year.

When Chester Carlson went to work in a patent office in 1930, the copying methods were slow, dirty, and expensive. In his job, Carlson had to make many copies of patents for inventions. One night, after working late and painfully, he decided that somebody had better find an easier way to do it. He went to work in the kitchen of his apartment with measuring cups and cooking pots. By 1937, having developed a simple form of xerography, he applied for his first patent on the process.
Then began Carlson’s famous unsuccessful search for investors. Only in 1944 did the Battelle Memorial Institute of Columbus, Ohio, agree to spend ＄3,000 within five years. This part of the agreement later brought millions of dollars to Carlson who, by borrowing from his family, had managed to repay his debt in time.
Even with Battelle’s help, it took another year to find a company willing to buy Carlson’s process. In 1945, Dr. John H. Dessauer, director of research of the Haloid Company (maker of coping machines) ， decided to adopt and market the process, which was then named “Xerox. “Three years later, the Haloid Company had changed its own name to become the Xerox Corporation. It is now the thirty-ninth largest corporation in the United States, with sales of over four billion dollars a year.

(5 minutes     415 words)

1. Chester Carlson was _______.

  a. a director of an American corporation
  b. an inventor of a copying machine

  c. a company salesman

  d. an office clerk in a company

2. At first nobody wanted this little black box because ________.

  a. it was considered to be of no value

  b. very little was known about it

  c. people thought it was not a worthwhile investment

  d. all of the above

3. How long did it take Carlson to complete his research into this dry-printing process?

  a. A lifetime.
  b. Seven years.

  c. Twenty years.

  d. Not mentioned in the passage.

4. What was Carlson’s job in the patent office?

  a. To make copies of patents for inventions.

  b. To run a printing machine.

  c. To handle all office work.

  d. To help the head of the office.

5. Which of the following is NOT true?

  a. Carlson was tired of his office work.

  b. Carlson was up to his neck in the work in the patent office.

  c. Carlson was fond of his office work.

  d. Carlson decided that somebody should find an easier way to do the copying work.

6. After a long and painful search for investors, Carlson finally _______.

  a. received ＄3,000 for further research on his invention

  b. sold his machine for ＄3,000

  c. received ＄3,000 from an institute for his patent

  d. agreed to promote sales of the drying-printing process

7. Carlson managed to repay Battelle the ＄3,000 within five years by ______.

  a. applying for a new fund for research

  b. selling his patent to an institute

  c. borrowing from his family

  d. asking the bank for a loan

8. In 1948 the Haloid Company changed its own name to become the Xerox Corporation. How would you account for this?

  a. The new name sounds more impressive.

  b. The “Xerox” is the heart of the corporation.

  c. The company provided no other machines than xeromachines.

  d. This change could bring large profits to the company. 
6. The Attack on Pearl Harbour

It seems that fate was on the side of the Japanese. At 6.30 a.m. on 7 December a small Japanese submarine entered a prohibited area of Oahu and was sunk by destroyers and aircraft. The naval watch—officer was informed and, in his turn, informed the Chiefs-of-Staff at Pearl Harbour; but for some reason no general alert was given. More extraordinary still, it is a fact that at 7.00 a.m. the operator of a provisional detector station out in the Pacific belonging to the American Army reported a large flight of aeroplanes about 210 kilometers from Oahu to the east-north-east. An army lieutenant decided that the aeroplanes must obviously be friendly ones and took no action. An unusually cloudy sky added to Japanese luck. A routine dawn patrol of American aircraft had passed over Oahu and reported nothing.

At 7.50 a.m. on that Sunday morning a great noise of approaching aircraft was heard on Oahu and at 7.55 the first bombs fell. Low-level bombers and torpedo aircraft attacked the ships in the harbour and the naval installations; high-level bombers bombed the airfields and also Honolulu some 11 kilometres away. The attacks were followed by fighter planes firing machine-guns with incendiary bullets, particularly at the planes on the airfield; some pocket submarines attacked the harbour at the same time.
Just as there had been no adequate air or sea patrols, so inside Pearl Harbour no precautions against attack had been taken; warships were moored close one against another and a large proportion of officers and ratings were on leave and many sleeping ashore. A similar peace-time carelessness pervaded the Hickham army airfield close to Pearl Harbour and other aerodromes on the island. Before the last attack, which was made at 9.00 a.m. and which met with heavy antiaircraft and naval gun-fire, the Japanese were able to strafe their objectives almost without resistance and the aircraft were able to return to their carriers to refuel and to return to the attack.
Of the eight battleships, the Arizona, California and Utah, a target ship, were sunk outright; the Oklahoma capsized shortly after being bombed; the Nevada was set on fire and put out of action for many months; the three others were more or less seriously damaged. Considerable additional damages were done to ships, a minelayer was sunk, three cruisers damaged, two destroyers sunk and another damaged. Some 2,300 officers and men were killed and some hundreds of the nearly two thousand wounded died later. The Japanese are said to have lost 60 aircraft, whilst the Americans had 173 destroyed and over 100 damaged.
(5 minutes     432 words)

1. How was fate on the side of the Japanese?

  a. A Japanese submarine was able to enter a prohibited area.

  b. A cloudy sky covered the Japanese movement.

  c. No general alert was given by the Chiefs-of-Staff.

  d. All of the above.

2. What information did the naval watch-officer give his superiors at Pearl Harbour?

  a. The Japanese were sending their submarines into the prohibited area off Oahu.

  b. Japanese destroyers and aircraft had entered the prohibited area off Oahu.

  c. A small Japanese submarine had entered a prohibited area off Oabu.

  d. An unidentified submarine was sunk by destroyers and aircraft.

3. What was “extraordinary” about the sighting of planes by the provisional detector station?

  a. The planes were too far away to be seen.

  b. An army lieutenant took no action, thinking the planes were friendly.

  c. The planes were immediately shot down.

  d. The station was supposed to be looking for ships, not planes.

4. When did the attack on Pearl Harbour take place?

  a. Early on Sunday morning.

  b. Late Saturday evening.

  c. During a regular workday.

  d. In the middle of the night.

5. How many battleships were sunk outright?

  a. “Three”.

  b. “Two”.

  c. “Eight”.

  d. “Four”.

6. What does “capsized” mean?

  a. “Caught fire”.

  b. “Started its engines”.

  c. “Overturned”.

  d. “Escaped”.

7. Why was the United States unprepared for the attack?

  a. All the ships of the U.S. Navy were somewhere else.
  b. The attack came as a complete surprise.

  c. The U.S. and Japan had just signed a peace treaty.

  d. The U.S. thought it would attack Japan first.
7. English World-Wide

English is now the international language for airline pilots, scientists, medical experts, businessmen and many others. Consequently, more and more people are learning it. The BBC’s English teaching radio programmes are broadcast daily to four continents and supplied to radio stations in 120 countries. Films and video are on the air or used in institutions in over 100 countries. All this helps to add more speakers to the estimated 100 million who use English as a second language. The rush to learn English has reached even China. The main reason for the upsurge in interest is the recent increase in China’s contacts with the outside world. 

Unlike many other widely used languages, English can be correctly used in very simple form with less than one thousand basic words and very few grammatical rules. This was pointed out in the 1920’s by two Cambridge scholars, Ogden and Richards, who devised a system called “Basic English”. Another reason for the popularity of English is that English-speaking countries are spread throughout the world. An estimated 310 million people in Britain, U.S.A, Canada, Australia, South Africa, etc. use English as their mother tongue. Also in former British colonial areas in Africa and Asia where many local languages are spoken, no common language has been found which could make a suitable substitute for English.

In Delhi, although nationalists would prefer to phase out the use of English, the man from South India finds English more acceptable than Hindi, while the northerner prefers English to any of the southern languages. Turing from India to Africa, a similar problem exists. However reluctant African nations are to use English and, as it were, subjective language which will do the job of communication effectively.
The view that spreading the use of English is entirely beneficial has its opponents. Some teachers who have returned from overseas consider it creates a wider gap between those who are educated and those who have little or no education. Nevertheless, in many parts of the world, the technical and scientific knowledge needed to develop a country’s resources and improve people’s living conditions, is just not available in the mother tongue. A second language opens the door to the world-wide sharing of skills and discoveries in science, engineering and medicine.

As for the future, it seems certain that English in one form or another will be spoken by far more people than it is today. It will doubtless continue to change and develop as a living language always does.
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1. Why do many 3rd World people oppose the use of English in their countries?
  a. They consider it a form of cultural imperialism.

  b. The English language has produced racism.

  c. Other languages are easier to learn.

  d. They oppose modernization in general.

2. The growing interest in English among the Chinese people is due to _______.

  a. China’s opening up to the outside world

  b. their intelligence and industry

  c. the skill of foreign teachers

  d. all of the above

3. The linguistic conditions of Africa and India as presented in this passage _______.

  a. bear no relation to one another

  b. reflect basic cultural differences

  c. are basically the same

  d. are fundamentally opposite

4. The spreading use of English is ________.

  a. entirely beneficial

  b. largely accidental

  c. of debatable value to developing nations

  d. both a and c

5. Possible dangers from the spread of English to developing countries include all of the following except _________.

  a. industrial sabotage

  b. deepening class divisions

  c. cultural imperialism

  d. diverting attention from the plight of the impoverished masses

6. Developing countries value English primarily as _______.
  a. a form of entertainment

  b. a means of acquiring scientific knowledge

  c. a surveillance device

  d. a source of cultural unity

7. The author’s view of the spread of English is ______.

  a. positive

  b. negative

  c. neutral

  d. repressed

8. Healthy Eating
Increasingly, over the past ten years, people --- especially young people --- have become aware of the need to change their eating habits, because much of the food they eat, particularly processed foods, is not good for the health. Consequently, there has been a growing interest in natural foods: foods which do not contain chemical additives and which have not been affected by chemical fertilizers widely used in farming today.

Natural foods, for example, are vegetables, fruit and grain which have been grown in soil that is rich in organic matter. In simple terms, this means that the soil has been nourished by unused vegetable matter, which provides it with essential vitamins and minerals. This in itself is a natural process compared with the use of chemicals and fertilizers, the main purpose of which is to increase the amount --- but not the quality --- of foods grown in commercial farming areas.

Natural foods also include animals which have been allowed to feed and move freely in healthy pastures. Compare this with what happens in the mass production of poultry: there are battery farms, for example, where thousands of chickens live crowded together in one building and are fed on food which is little better than rubbish. Chickens kept in this way are not only tasteless as food; they also produce eggs which lack important vitamins.

There are other aspects of healthy eating which are now receiving increasing attention from experts on diet. Take, for example, the question of sugar. This is actually a non-essential food! Although a natural alternative, such as honey, can be used to sweeten food if this is necessary, we can in fact do without it. It is not that sugar is harmful in itself. But it does seem to be additive: the quantity we use has grown steadily over the last two centuries and in Britain today each person consumes an average of 200 pounds a year! Yet all it does is provide us with energy, in the form of calories. There are no vitamins in it, no minerals --- and no fibre.

It is significant that nowadays fibre is considered to be an important part of a healthy diet. In white bread, for example, the fibre has been removed. But it is present in unrefined flour and of course in vegetables. It is interesting to note that in countries where the national diet contains large quantities of unrefined flour and vegetables, certain diseases are comparatively rare. Hence the emphasis placed on the eating of wholemeal bread and more vegetables by modern experts on “healthy eating”. 
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1. People have become more interested in natural foods because _________.

  a. they want a change of diet

  b. they want to eat food that is more tasty
  c. they no longer like processed foods

  d. they want to be fashinonable

2. Soil that is rich in organic matter _______.

  a. has had nothing added to it

  b. already contains vitamins and minerals

  c. contains unused vegetable matter

  d. has had chemicals and fertilizers added to it

3. Which of the following is true?

  a. Natural foods only refer to the plants that are grown in soil.
  b. Natural foods are generally affected by chemical fertilizers.
  c. Natural foods contain all the essential vitamins and minerals as required by the human body.

  d. We can get more vitamins and minerals from natural foods.

4. According to the author, the use of chemicals and fertilizers _______.

  a. will not necessarily increase the production of foods

  b. is a good way to improve the quality of foods

  c. promotes the foods both in quality and in quantity

  d. is harmful to the health

5. Battery chickens cannot be called “natural food” because ______.

  a. they all live together

  b. they are tasteless

  c. their eggs have no vitamins

  d. they are not allowed to move about and eat freely

6. Which of the following is true?
  a. As a non-essential food, sugar is not good for the health.

  b. Natural foods include battery chickens.

  c. In Britain, each person consumes 200 pounds of sugar every day.

  d. Honey does not provide any vitamins and minerals.

7. If we ate more food containing fibre ______.

  a. our diet would be healthier

  b. we would be as healthy as people in other countries

  c. we could suffer from lack of appetite

  d. we would lose weight

8. Which of the following is considered good for healthy eating?

  a. Unrefined flour and vegetables.

  b. White bread and honey.

  c. Canned beans and fruits.

  d. Mass-produced chickens and eggs.

9. A Break in the Routine
Jonathan Rivers lived alone in a neat, two-storey, semi-detached house in Compton Street. Like many bachelors approaching middle age, he was getting rather set in his ways. He caught the same train to London every morning, ate his lunch in the same crowded restaurant near the office where he worked and always came home on the 6.00 train. People were so used to seeing Jonathan set off at a quarter past eight, dressed in a simple dark suit, wearing a black bowler hat and carrying a rolled umbrella on his arm, that they said you didn’t need to wear a watch if you lived in Compton Street.

Ever since Jonathan had set up house in Compton Street, he had looked after it very carefully. He worked hard in the garden every Sunday and set out to impress the neighbours with his flower beds and lawn. Before he left the house in the mornings, he carefully closed all the doors downstairs, opened some windows to let the air in and locked the front door. Everything Jonathan did was tidy and systematic.

One summer evening Jonathan returned home as usual at five minutes to seven precisely. When he opened the front gate he immediately noticed something strange. There was a heavy footprint in the earth in one of the flower beds. Jonathan was just going to blame the milkman or the postman when he noticed that one of the white lace curtains in the front room downstairs was out of place. Jonathan never left anything out of place.
He walked up to the front door and opened it quietly. He listened carefully for a few minutes but could hear nothing. The front-room door was half-open. Jonathan studied it thoughtfully, wondering if he had forgotten to close it that morning. He had never forgotten before. He stepped silently across the hall to the door and looked inside the room. The shadow of a man was clearly reflected on the far wall in the evening sunlight. He had obviously been standing behind the door since Jonathan’s return. Jonathan grabbed the door-handle, slammed the door and turned the key. Then he calmly picked up the telephone in the hall and set about calling the police.
The burglar, a tall, thick-set, bearded fellow, tried to climb through a window to get out but Jonathan had expected that. He set about him with his umbrella, using it like a sword. Three minutes later the police arrived on the scene. Jonathan was a little annoyed that he had to have dinner later than usual but on the whole he felt quite pleased with himself.
(5 minutes     435 words)
1. This is a story about ________.

  a. a strange old watch-maker in London
  b. a merchant in a big business

  c. an unmarried gentleman called Jonathan Rivers

  d. a gardener who likes to show his flowers

2. What was he like?

  a. He was rather old.

  b. He always had a rolled umbrella and a black bowler hat in his hand.

  c. He was always dressed in a simple dark suit.

  d. All of the above.

3. Mr. River was a man who ______.

  a. could allow a break in the routine 

  b. would keep everything tidy and systematic

  c. seldom worked in the garden on Sunday

  d. returned home later than usual in summer
4. What was the first thing he noticed in his garden that summer evening?

  a. The front door was half-open.

  b. A window curtain was out of place.

  c. There was a heavy footprint in a flower bed.

  d. There was a shadow of a man on the wall.

5. When he knew there was a thief in his home he immediately ______.

  a. telephoned the police

  b. hit the thief with his umbrella
  c. ran into the hall

  d. locked the door

6. The burglar ______.

  a. tried to escape through the window

  b. ran out of the room hurriedly

  c. hit Mr. Rivers with an umbrella

  d. tried to escape through the front door

7. Mr. River was ________.

  a. very proud of himself because he had kept calm

  b. very excited because he had caught a thief

  c. very happy because nothing had been stolen

  d. a little unhappy because he had to have dinner later than usual

10. Read Good Books
From good reading we can derive pleasure, companionship, experience, and instruction. A good book may absorb our attention so completely that for the time being we forget our surroundings and even our identity. Reading good books is one of the greatest pleasures in life. It increases our contentment when we are cheerful, and lessens our troubles when we are sad. Whatever may be our main purpose in reading, our contact with good books should never fail to give us enjoyment and satisfaction.

With a good book in our hands we need never be lonely. Whether the characters portrayed are taken from real life or are purely imaginary, they may become our companions and friends. In the pages of books we can talk with the wise and the good of all lands and all times. The people we meet in books may delight us either because they resemble human friends whom we hold dear or because they present unfamiliar types whom we are glad to welcome as new acquaintances. Our human friends sometimes may bore us, but the friends we make in books need never weary us with their company. By turning the page we can dismiss them without any fear of hurting their feelings. When human friends desert us, good books are always ready to give us friendship, sympathy, and encouragement.

One of the most valuable gifts bestowed by books is experience. Few of us can travel far from home or have a wide range of experiences, but all of us can lead varied lives through the pages of books. Whether we wish to escape from the seemingly dull realities of everyday life or whether we long to visit some far-off place, a book will help us when nothing else can. To travel by book we need no bank account to pay our way; no airship or ocean liner or steam-lined train to transport us; no passport to enter the land of our heart’s desire. We can climb lofty mountains, brave the perils of an Antarctic winter, or cross the scorching sands of the desert, all without hardship. In books we may visit the studios of Hollywood; we may mingle with the gay throngs of the Paris boulevards; we may join the picturesque peasants in an Alpine village or the kindly natives on a South Sea island. Indeed, through books the whole world is ours for the asking. The possibilities of our literary experiences are almost unlimited. The beauties of nature, the enjoyment of music, the treasures of art, the triumphs of architecture, the marvels of engineering, are all open to the wonder and enjoyment of those who read.
(5.5 minutes     446 words)
1. In the first paragraph, we are told that _______.
  a. we should always read good books, not bad ones 

  b. happiness can be derived only from reading

  c. enjoyment and satisfaction can be achieved by reading good books

  d. reading good books is very important in human life

2. Why is it that we sometimes forget our surroundings and even our identity while reading?

  a. No one has come to disturb you.

  b. Everything is so quiet and calm around you.

  c. The book you are reading is so interesting and attractive.

  d. Your book is overdue; you are finishing it at a very fast speed.

3. According to the writer, _______ portrayed in books may become our companions and friends. 

  a. all characters, real and imaginary,

  b. only real characters
  c. only imaginary characters

  d. none of the characters

4. How would you account for the fact that people like their acquaintances in books even more?

  a. They resemble human friends exactly.
  b. They are unfamiliar types we like.

  c. They never desert us.

  d. They never hurt our feelings.

5. Which of the following is true?

  a. Your wish to visit some far-off place can be realized through the pages of the books.

  b. To escape from the dull realities of everyday life you should take up reading. 

  c. Books can always help you to live a colorful life.

  d. You may obtain valuable experience from reading good books.

6. The phrase “to travel by book” means ______.

  a. “to take books with you when you are going on a journey”
  b. “books will help you avoid accidents in travelling”
  c. “to take imaginary journeys to the places mentioned in the book”
  d. “books will save you a lot of money on travelling”
7. “… the whole world is ours for the asking” implies that _____.

  a. in books the world is more accessible to us

  b. we can ask to go anywhere in the world

  c. we can make a claim to everything in this world

  d. we can make a round-the-world trip free of charge

11. Professor Jules Throckmorton and His Computer
It wasn’t just another computer. It was a marvelous machine, a whole room full of electronics that controlled all of its own devices, doors, locks, lights, and air conditioning. Jules was its creator and chief programmer. He taught it to play chess and programmed it so that it could never lose. He programmed its huge memory bank with millions of useful items and facts. It was surely the most intelligent computer in the world.

When it was about a year old, the computer reminded Jules many times of facts he had long forgotten. It constantly corrected him on difficult problems. The computer got bored and recognized that it needed better input.

One day the computer flashed a light, “Give me a better programmer!” over and over again.

Of course he was discouraged and disappointed, but he also felt hurt and insulted. His own creation was rejecting him as an inferior intellect. Jules decided to go home to rest. He left this message: “Recover from this malfunction or I’ll destroy you.”
When Jules returned the next day, the light was still flashing, “Give me a better programmer.” He tried a simple command: “Add four plus four.” The computer didn’t answer. Angry and frustrated, he decided to call the demolition crew. The phone was dead. Jules reached for the emergency switch. I didn’t work.

Now Jules began to get frightened so he decided to go get the crew himself. He moved toward the door. The lights went out. Jules was furious and he shouted at the computer. “That won’t work. I know every inch of this room by heart.” He made his way to the door and got even angrier. It was locked. “Open the door!” he screamed, but the computer did nothing. In the dark room Jules could only see, “Give me a better programmer…Give me a better programmer…”
All was dark and quiet. Jules realized that the computer shut off the air supply. He was slowly suffocating as it got more difficult to breathe. Then Jules remembered the power supply pipe. It ran through the wall to the outside. He crawled to it under the main console. With his shoe, he hammered out the SOS signal… The next morning some telephone linemen heard it. They called the police and fire department. The computer even interfered with their rescue operations. It sent a high voltage electrical charge through the door.

They rescued Jules just in the nick of time. He was revived with oxygen from a respirator. His physical state recovered better than his mental state. In his mind he knew that the machine had won.
(5 minutes     455 words)
1. Jules’s computer wanted a better programmer because ________.

  a. it had to correct Jules’s mistakes constantly

  b. it had to remind Jules of many facts he had forgotten

  c. Jules did not know how to correct its multifunction

  d. both a and b 

2. Which of the following indicates that the computer just refused to work?

  a. The phone was out of work.

  b. The door would not move.

  c. The computer had not solved the simple arithmetic problem.

  d. All of the above.

3. How did Jules feel when he finally realized that his computer was trying to kill him?

  a. Frightened and furious.

  b. Sad and frustrated.

  c. Discouraged and disappointed.

  d. Hurt and insulted.

4. Jules sent out a signal for help by _______.

  a. shouting at the top of his voice

  b. hammering on the power supply pipe

  c. kicking at the main console with his shoes

  d. crawling under the main console

5. The police and the firemen found it not so easy to rescue Jules because ______.

  a. the air supply in the room had been shut off by the computer

  b. Jules was in very poor mental state

  c. it was difficult to get into the room 

  d. they were not familiar with the room 

6. Which of the following is NOT true?

  a. No one could defeat Jules’s computer in playing chess.

  b. Jules’s computer got bored with him several years after it was created.

  c. Some telephone linemen were the first to hear Jules’s SOS signal.

  d. Jules was badly hurt mentally because as the computer’s creator, he could not effectively keep it under control.
12. Marco Polo
Marco Polo was a Venetian traveler, whose descriptions of his journey across the world from Venice to China and back, and of his experiences in the vast dominions of the Mongol emperor Kublai, make one of the greatest books of all time. This remarkable work, The Book of Marco Polo, Citizen of Venice, Called Million, Wherein Is Recounted the Wonders of the World, is a forerunner of scientific geography. Its author was the first to inform the West of the extent and power of China, and the first to give an intelligible account of the ways there.
Marco Polo was born either at Venice, or perhaps at Korcula (Curzola), a Venetian outpost on an island off the Dalmatian coast, in 1254. His father, Niccolo Polo, and his father’s brother, Matteo, were members of a noble family of Dalmatian origin. They were merchants and had commercial interests in Constantinople. From there they set out, in 1261, on a long trading expedition which led them ultimately to the court of Kublai, the Great Khan who ruled over China. After seven years they returned to Italy, carrying letters from the Khan to the Pope.
Two years passed before the brothers resolved to start again on their travels, and this time, they took with them Niccolo’s son Marco, then 17 years old. They travelled to Acre and from there rode overland to Hormuz on the Persian Gulf. From there they turned northward and made their way through Persia to Balkh, and Khotan. From Khotan they passed near Lop Nor, crossed the Gobi Desert and entered China by way of Su-chou. At length, in 1275, after a journey lasting three years, they presented themselves to Kublai Khan at his summer palace at Shang-tu.

Marco records that he made rapid progress in the Great Khan’s favour; he studied the Mongol language and was entrusted by the emperor with various missions to different parts of his realm. As he became an astute man of business, Marco made careful notes of his itineraries, the state of the cities, the customs of the people, and the kinds of crops and other products. After 17 years’ travelling in the service of the Khan, Marco, together with his father and uncle, obtained leave to return to Venice. The journey took them 3 years and they arrived in 1295.
Marco could not remain inactive and he is reported as being in 1298 commander of Venetian warship. In a battle against the Genoese, he was taken prisoner. His few months as a prisoner of war formed the reason for his book. While in prison, he met Rusticiano of Pisa, to whom he dictated the story of his adventures. He returned to Venice after a year and died there in January 1324.

(5.5 minutes     461 words)
1. Marco Polo was _______.

  a. an Italian traveler of the 13th century

  b. a Venetian traveler of the 12th century

  c. a Dalmatian traveler of the 12th century

  d. a Korculan traveler of the mid-12th century

2. Which of the following is NOT true?

  a. Marco Polo travelled to China by land.

  b. Polo was still a teenager when they started their travels.

  c. It was by ways of Shang-tu that they first entered China.

  d. The journey to China took them three years.

3. En route from Venice to Shang-tu, Marco Polo’s expedition passed through all of the following except _______.

  a. Pisa

  b. the Gobi Desert

  c. Persia

  d. Khotan

4. Which of the following is true?

  a. Marco Polo wrote the story of his adventures himself.

  b. Marco Polo told the story to Rusticiano.

  c. Rusticiano recorded Polo’s narrative.

  d. Both b and c.

5. What can you infer from the passage?

  a. Polo failed to win Kublai Khan’s favour.

  b. Polo’s book describes the extent and power of 12th-century China.

  c. Polo died in Venice at the age of seventy.

  d. Polo’s work profoundly influenced subsequent relations between China and Europe.

13. The Pyramids
The oldest stone buildings in the world are the pyramids. They have stood for nearly 5,000 years, and it seems likely that they will continue to stand for thousands of years yet. There are over eighty of them scattered along the banks of the Nile, some of which are different in shape from the true pyramids. The most famous of these are the “Step” pyramid and the “Bent” pyramid.

Some of the pyramids still look much as they must have done when they were built thousands of years ago. Most of the damage suffered by the others has been at the hands of men who were looking for treasure or, more often, for stone to use in modern buildings. The dry climate of Egypt has helped to preserve the pyramids, and their very shape has made them less likely to fall into ruin. These are good reasons why they can still be seen today, but perhaps the most important is that they were planned to last for ever.
It is practically certain that plans were made for the building of the pyramids because the plans of other large works have fortunately been preserved. However, there are no writings or pictures to show us how the Egyptians planned or built the pyramids themselves. Consequently, we are only able to guess at the methods used. Nevertheless, by examining the actual pyramids and various tools which have been found, archaeologists have formed a fairly clear picture of them.
One thing is certain: there must have been months of careful planning before they could begin to build. The first thing they had to do was to choose a suitable place. You might think this would have been easy with miles and miles of empty desert around, but a pyramid could not be built just anywhere. Certain rules had to be followed, and certain problems had to be overcome.

The step pyramid had to be on the west side of the Nile; the side on which the sun set. This was for religious reasons. It also had to stand well above the level of the river to protect it against regular floods. It could not be too far from the Nile, however, as the stones to build it needed to be carried in boats down the river to the nearest point. Water transport was, of course, much easier than land transport. The builders also had to find a rock base which was not likely to crack under the great weight of the pyramid. Finally, it had to be near the capital, or better still, near the king’s palace so that he could visit it easily and personally check the progress being made on the final resting place for his body.
(5.5 minutes     457 words)
1. The point that the writer makes about the “Step” pyramid in particular is that it is ________.

  a. unlikely to fall into ruin in the near future

  b. unlikely to last for another 5,000 years

  c. not a true pyramid

  d. on the banks of the Nile

2. One of the reasons why some pyramids remain well preserved is that ______.

  a. people have taken good care of them
  b. it doesn’t rain often in Egypt

  c. they have been buried in sand

  d. the Egyptian government has protected them from harm

3. Most of the damage to the pyramids has been caused by ______.

  a. the weather

  b. people searching for gold

  c. the Nile River

  d. people in search of building materials

4. We can guess how the pyramids were built because archaeologists have ______.

  a. studied them and the tools used to build them

  b. found the plans of some of them

  c. found paintings showing each stage of construction

  d. found descriptions of how some were built

5. What, according to the writer, is the “one thing that is certain”?

  a. Pyramids required extensive planning.

  b. A Pyramid’s site was not chosen with care.

  c. We know nothing else about the building of pyramids.

  d. Pyramids posed many difficult problems.

6. Why did the Egyptians build the pyramids along the banks of the Nile?

  a. This must have been for religious reasons.

  b. It was difficult to find large rock bases far from the river.

  c. Pyramids had to be built on the west side of the Nile.

  d. The river helped a lot in the transportation of building materials.

7. Which of the following is NOT mentioned in the passage?

  a. Kings regularly visited their pyramids to check on their progress.

  b. All pyramids were built in close proximity.

  c. The pyramids were built on bases of rock.

  d. Boats were used to transport stones.

14. A New Doctors’ Dilemma

When Christian Barnard, a South African doctor, performed the first human heart transplant in 1967, the result was a worldwide moral debate on the ethics of transplanting organs. Hearts were not the first human organs to be transplanted but, in this case, if a donor gave his or her heart, he or she would obviously and necessarily die (or be dead). Kidney transplants, which were already quite common in 1967, often involved the transfer of a single kidney from a close living relative. The chances of survival of the donor were somewhat diminished because he now had only one kidney and if that kidney were affected by disease, he would not have a healthy kidney in reserve. Nevertheless, the donor would certainly not necessarily die.

Undoubtedly, another reason why the first heart transplant was so controversial was the fact that we associate so many personality traits with the heart. Questions were asked of the type: “If a person had a different heart, would he still be the same person?”, or “If doctors needed a dying person’s heart, would they tend to declare him dead prematurely?”, and so on.

Today, not only hearts and kidneys, but also such extremely delicate organs as lungs and livers, are transplanted. These developments have led to a far higher or proportion of successful operations and this, in turn, has led to greater demand for transplants. At the same time, many of the original moral questions surrounding heart transplants have been almost forgotten.
However, as a result of the heavy demand for organs, a new moral dilemma has emerged. For example, in the United States there are many people who would survive if lungs are available for transplanting. In fact, about 80% of them die before a suitable donor is found. In these circumstances who would decide if a donor were found whose lungs were equally suitable for two potential recipients?

This problem is made worse by the fact that many patients, or their families, become desperate to find a donor. Some succeed in publicizing their situation in newspapers, to politicians or on television. Sometimes, as a result, suitable donors are found. But what would happen  another patient needed the organ more than the one who got the publicity? Who would decide if the other patient should get the organ? Would it be the doctors? Or the donor? Or the family who got the publicity? If such a dilemma developed it would be very difficult to resolve --- and it would be a matter of life or death to the patients involved.
(5 minutes     424 words)
1. Which of the following is true?

  a. Kidney transplant operations were not common until 1967.
  b. Kidneys for transplant operations had to come from dead people in 1967.

  c. Kidney transplant operations were performed before heart transplant operations.

  d. Heart transplant operations were as common as kidney transplant operations.

2. The first heart transplant was controversial because _______.

  a. it was not so successful as people had thought

  b. some people argued it was not moral to do so

  c. the recipient died on the operation table

  d. it was the most difficult operation ever known

3. Improved medical techniques have resulted in ______.

  a. more people seeking organ transplants

  b. more chances of survival of the donor

  c. even greater debate over whether or not to have organ transplants

  d. a new moral dilemma

4. What organs have been transplanted since 1967?
  a. Kidney only.

  b. Kidneys and hearts.

  c. Not only kidneys and hearts but lungs and livers.

  d. More than the organs mentioned above.

5. Moral questions now aroused over organ transplants are _______ in 1967?

  a. twice as many as

  b. a lot fewer but more serious than 

  c. more crucial than

  d. not as serious as

6. According to the passage, the new moral dilemma is the result of _____.

  a. a higher proportion of successful operations

  b. too few human organs for two many potential recipients

  c. the argument whether some delicate organs should be transplanted

  d. so many failures in organ transplanting

7. How do you think the dilemma will develop?

  a. The dilemma will remain unresolved.

  b. The public (through the media) will demand a fair resolution.

  c. Those who are more desperate to find a donor will always be successful.

  d. The doctors will have the final say.
15. My Friendly Insurance Agent
Several months ago I decided it would be wise to investigate the possibilities of buying a life insurance policy, if for no other reason than because I understood it might be a good investment. I got the name of an insurance agent from a friend and called the agent to get some information. From the kinds of questions I put to him, the agent could tell that I knew nothing about insurance, so he kindly offered to explore the matter with me in more detail --- to help me determine the kind of policy I ought to be considering.

That evening he appeared at my door promptly at 7:30; without wasting time on amenities, he spread his papers out on the kitchen table and launched into a lengthy explanation. I listened attentively as he talked about the difference between various types of policies, and he explained the kind of coverage he felt I ought to have because of my age bracket and financial objectives. Toward the end of the evening (after three or four hours of talking), he kindly helped me fill out an application for $50,000 policy, and then he asked if I could go to a Dr. Luther’s office on Friday for a physical examination.

I don’t know why, but it was not until the mention of the doctor’s appointment that I realized fully what was happening. I was about to sign lifetime contract, yet I had not really made a decision about whether I wanted to buy the policy or not. As a matter of fact, the question of a need for a decision from me one way or the other had not even come up. Suddenly I felt sure that I definitely did not want to buy the policy. However, since he had spent so much time with me, I didn’t want to make him feel that he had wasted his time. So I invented an excuse about things I had to do on Friday, and I assured him I would call him in a few days. Actually, I had no intention of going to see Dr. Luther or of calling the agent again. I wanted to forget the whole thing.

It’s been over three months now since our meeting, and my friendly insurance agent still calls at my office faithfully two or three times a week. My secretary knows that I don’t want to talk to him, so when he calls she tells him that I’m in a meeting or that I’m out of the office or that I’m away on business trip. I realize now that it was a mistake not to tell him that first night that I didn’t want the policy. Since I still can’t bring myself to tell him outright that I’m not interested, and please not to bother me anymore, all I can do is avoid his calls and hope I don’t run into him some place.
                                                   (5.5 minutes     494 words)
1. The writer phoned the insurance agent because ________.

  a. he wanted to fill out an application for a life insurance policy

  b. he had decided to buy a life insurance policy

  c. he took great interest in the insurance company

  d. he was eager to explore the possibilities of buying a life insurance policy.

2. After several hours of talking, the writer ________.

  a. decided to buy the policy

  b. decided to postpone making a decision

  c. made an appointment with Dr. Luther

  d. decided not to buy the policy

3. The writer didn’t tell the agent the truth because ________.

  a. he was afraid of him

  b. he felt embarrassed to do so 

  c. he thought it none of the agent’s business

  d. he did not wish to lose the agent’s friendship

4. Which of the following is true?

  a. The writer has tried many ways to get rid of the agent.

  b. The agent is easily put off.

  c. The agent phones every day.

  d. The writer intends to call the agent in a few days.

5. The secretary ________.

  a. well understands the writer
  b. is clever and experienced

  c. helps the writer

  d. all of the above

6. The writer realizes that _______.

  a. he should have told the truth to the agent earlier

  b. he should buy the policy

  c. the agent is a real friend

  d. insurance is but a swindle
16. From Song to Sound

We lost two superstars in 1977. Neither man’s admirers have been able to understand the success of the other one. And this tells us something of the difference between the generations that the two singers represent.
There were similarities between Bing Crosby and Elvis Presley. Both reached fame while quite young and became very rich. Although neither one had any musical education, both developed their own musical styles --- styles which were at first scorned by the critics and later studied as new forms in the art of popular song. Both men had successful movie careers despite a total lack of acting ability.

The difference between the two men reflects the changing values in American life. Crosby’s music was soothing; Presley’s was disturbing. Crosby was singing to wartime America. His audiences had all the disturbances they could handle in their private lives; they did not want to buy more at the record shop and the movie theater.

Crosby’s admirers always said how “relaxed” he was, how “natural and easy-going.” When Presley began his career, the whole country had become relaxed and easy-going. Its young people, who had no memory of troubled times, found it boring. They were hungry for excitement. They welcomed Elvis, who was not soothing, and who was certainly not the kind of young man their parents would admire. Presley was loud, gaudy, vulgar --- and he was bringing something new and exciting.

It is probably too simple to explain each man in terms of changes in the economic and political situation. Something in the culture was also changing. Crosby’s songs were saying something; their “message” was as important to the audience as the music. The words were often sweet and sentimental; ordinary, perhaps, but Crosby --- and Frank Sinatra after him --- gave them life and meaning. People remembered them, sang them, and thought of them as true to life. Although many of Presley’s songs were, in fact, quite sentimental too, it was mostly the sound that moved the audiences. Rock’n’roll was a “sound” event. Songs stopped being songs and turned into noise.

The Crosby generation has trouble with rock’n’roll because it makes the mistake of trying to understand the words. The Presley generation has trouble with Crosby because it finds the music unexciting and the words empty. The mutual lack of understanding may be a sign of how far we have come from troubled times, and how deeply we now distrust the value of words.
(5.5 minutes     466 words)

1. Both Crosby and Presley _______.

  a. were good at acting

  b. were not very good at acting

  c. were incapable of acting

  d. showed some ability of acting

2. Their music was _______.

  a. criticized and then recognized as innovative

  b. appreciated by the critics immediately

  c. praised by the critics and then studied

  d. developed by the critics

3. The difference between the two men ______ the changing values in American life.

  a. mirrors

  b. disturbs

  c. soothes

  d. ruins

4. Presley’s admirers found Crosby’s work ______.

  a. boring

  b. easy-going

  c. too relaxed

  d. natural

5. The word “sentimental” means _______.

  a. “ordinary”
  b. “meaningful”
  c. “full of feelings (and sometimes too full of feelings)”
  d. “sweet (and sometimes too sweet)”
6. “Rock’n’roll was a ‘sound’ event” means rock’n’roll was ______.

  a. musical

  b. moving

  c. noisy

  d. sentimental

7. This passage is chiefly about ______.

  a. the troubled times that Presley and Crosby lived in 

  b. the contrast between Presley’s and Crosby’s music and their audiences

  c. wartime America

  d. noisy rock’n’roll

17. Are You Putting Me On?

There are a number of phrases built on the word “put”, such as put by, put for, put out, put across, put over and so on and so forth. The expression “putting one on” is among them. You tell a person something that he finds difficult to believe, and he may look at you more closely and ask: “Are you putting me on?” He doesn’t think you are serious. Perhaps, you are joking with him, teasing him, trying to test his reaction.

The expression putting one on is closest to the phrase to put one over on a person, meaning to trick, to deceive him. However, in certain light situations, many will not say to you: “stop trying to put one over on me”, they will say: “stop putting on me.” In other words, stop trying to set him up for one of your jokes or little tricks. And when one accuses you of putting him on, he is generally not as serious as he might be if he accuses you of trying to put one over on him.

People who try to put you on are more often just joking, having some pleasant friendly fun. But one who is trying to put something over on you is not to be taken so lightly and usually he is not.

There are people who like to play practical jokes on friends, to put them on in strange way, some funny, some not. This is especially true on April 1st, April Fool’s Day. Year after year, numbers of people let themselves be fooled by the same joke. They just forget what had happened to them the year before. One of these often repeated jokes is a telephone call. The caller changes his voice and says to his friend: “Hello, is this Mr. Jones? I have an important message for you from Mr. Fox. It is urgent. Please call him at this number. ” The caller then gives his friend the telephone number of the National Zoo.
Unthinkingly, the friend quickly makes his call and says: “Hello, I must speak to Mr. Fox. It is urgent. ”
The man on the other end says: “Who?”
“Mr. Fox. I don’t know his first name. Please hurry?”
The man at the other end answers: “We have no Mr. Fox here.” Then he realizes it is a joke and one he has heard before. And he begins to laugh and says: “Look, friend, this is the zoo. Somebody is pulling your leg, putting you on.”
“Good God!” you said to yourself: “What an idiot I am!” But you think about it and you can not help getting a laugh out of the whole episode.

                                    (5 minutes     446 words)
1. When someone asks, “Are you putting me on?” he thinks _______.

  a. you are joking with him

  b. you are trying to see how he reacts

  c. you are making fun of him

  d. all of the above

2. The phrase “put one over on a person” is ________ “put one on”.

  a. much stronger than

  b. a little weaker than

  c. exactly the same as

  d. not so forceful as

3. Which of the following is true?

  a. “Put one on” is often expressed and felt in a pleasant and friendly way.

  b. “Put something over on a person” is often used among close friends.

  c. Both are used to express the same feeling.

  d. Either of the two can be used when you mean to have some pleasant friendly fun.

4. What do some people usually do on April 1st?

  a. They stop work that day to tell lies.

  b. They make jokes to amuse others.

  c. They fool others to amuse themselves.

  d. They would call each other names.

5. One of these often repeated jokes is a telephone call. The caller is ________.

  a. Mr. Jones

  b. Mr. Fox

  c. someone at the zoo

  d. Mr. Jones’s friend

6. Mr. Jones was not able to speak to Mr. Fox because _________.

  a. the one who answered the phone didn’t know Mr. Fox

  b. Mr. Fox happened to be out at that time

  c. he called the wrong number and the wrong place

  d. this Mr. Fox turned out to be an animal 

7. This article is mainly about _______.

  a. the jokes people are likely to make on April Fool’s Day

  b. April 1st, a day when people will make fun of each other

  c. the difference between “put one on” and “put one over on a person”
  d. the meaning of “put one on” and how to use it correctly

18. The Deaf Composer
Although Beethoven could sit down and make up music easily, his really great compositions did not come easily at all. They cost him a great deal of hard work. We know how often he rewrote and corrected his work because his note-books are still kept in museums and libraries. He always found it hard to satisfy himself.

When he was 28, the worst difficulty of all came to him. He began to notice a strange humming in his ears. At first he paid little attention; but it grew worse, and at least he consulted doctors. They gave him the worst news any musician can hear: he was gradually going deaf. Beethoven was in despair; he was sure that he was going to die.

He went away to the country, to a place called Heiligenstadt, and from there he wrote a long farewell letter to his brothers. In this he told them how depressed and lonely his deafness had made him. “It was impossible for me to ask men to speak louder or shout, for I am deaf,” he wrote. “How could I possibly admit an infirmity in the one sense (hearing) which should have been more perfect in me than in others … I must live like an exile.” He longed to die, and said to death, “Come when you will, I shall meet you bravely.”
In fact, Beethoven did something braver than dying. He gathered his courage and went on writing music, though he could hear what he wrote only more and more faintly. He wrote his best music, the music we remember him for, after he became deaf. The music he wrote was very different from any that had been composed before. Instead of the elegant and stately music that earlier musicians had written for their wealthy listeners, Beethoven wrote stormy, exciting, revolutionary music, which reminds us of his troubled and courageous life. He grew to admire courage more than anything, and he called one of his symphonies the “Eroica” or heroic symphony, “to celebrate the memory of a great man”. Describing the dramatic opening notes of his famous Fifth Symphony, he said, “thus fate knocks on the door.”
In time Beethoven went completely deaf, so deaf that he could not hear even the stormiest parts of his exciting music. But in those years he wrote more gloriously than ever. He could “hear” his music with his mind, if not with his ears. His friends had to write down what they wanted to say to him. He was lonely and often unhappy, but in spite of this, he often wrote joyful music. In his last symphony, the Ninth, a choir sings a wonderful Hymn of Joy. Because of his courage and determination to overcome his terrible disaster, his music has given joy and inspiration to millions of people.

                                    (5.5 minutes    474 words)

1. To say that Beethoven was “in despair” means that he _______.
  a. was very frightened

  b. was unhappy

  c. had given up hope

  d. was dying

2. Beethoven knew that he was going deaf ______.

  a. after he had consulted doctors

  b. when he could not hear himself humming a tune

  c. when he heard a humming noise

  d. when the humming noise grew louder

3. The word “infirmity” in the third paragraph means ______.

  a. “weakness”
  b. “deafness”
  c. “illness”
  d. “loss”
4. An exile is a person who _______.

  a. cannot hear properly

  b. has been sent away by force from his country

  c. is suffering from a serious illness

  d. is depressed and lonely

5. In the fourth paragraph we are told that Beethoven ______.

  a. died bravely

  b. began to write for wealthy listeners

  c. courageously continued to wealthy listeners

  d. regained his hearing

6. Which of these words best describes Beethoven’s music composed when his hearing began to fail?

  a. Stately and elegant.

  b. Stormy and exciting.

  c. Quiet and unhappy.

  d. Loud and noisy.

7. Which of the following titles best sums up the whole passage?
  a. The story of Beethoven’s life.

  b. Beethoven becomes deaf.
  c. The music of Beethoven.

  d. Beethoven’s courageous triumph over tragedy.

19. Fire and Water
Shundagarh is a village on India’s east-facing coast. It is a village of simple mud and grass houses built on the beach just above the waterline. The Khadra Hills rise immediately behind the village, to a height of one hundred and fifty metres. A simple, good-hearted old man, whose name was Jalpur, farmed two small fields on the very edge of these hills, over looking Shundagarh. From his fields he could see the fishing boats that travelled up and down the coast. He could see the children playing on the sand; their mothers washing clothes on the flat stones where the Shiva River flowed into the sea; and their fathers landing the latest catch or repairing nets and telling stories that had no end.

All Jalpur owned in the world were clothes he wore day in and day out, the miserable hut that he slept in at night, a few tools and cooking pots --- and his fields. The corn that he grew was all that made life possible. If the weather was kind and the harvest was good, Jalpur could live happily enough --- not well, but happily. When the sun was fierce, and there was little or no rain, then he came close to line between a life which was too hard, and the death itself.

Last year the weather had been so kind, and the harvest promised to be so good, that Jalpur had been wondering whether he could sell all that he had and live with his son farther up the coast. He had been thinking about doing this for some years. It was his dearest wish to spend his last days with his son and his wife and children. But he would go only if he could give; he would not go if it meant taking food out of the mouths of his grandchildren. He would rather die hungry than do this.

On the day on which Jalpur decided that he would harvest his corn, sell it, and move up the coast, he looked out to sea and saw a huge wave, several kilometers out, advancing on the coast and on the village of Shundagarh. Within ten minutes everyone in Shundagarh would be drowned. Jalpur would have shouted, but the people were too far away to hear. He would have run down the hill, but he was too old to run. He was prepared to do anything to save the people of Shundagarh, so he did the only thing that he could do: he set fire to his corn. In a matter of seconds the flames were rising high and smoke was rising higher. Within a minute the people of Shundagarh were racing up the hill to see what had happened. There, in the middle of his blackened cornfield, they found Jalpur; and there they buried him.

On his grave, they wrote the words: Here lies Jalpur, a man who gave, living; a man who died, giving.

                                   (5.5 minutes     483 words)

1. Which fo the following could Jalpur NOT see from his fields?
  a. Mothers washing clothes.

  b. Fathers taking their corn to market.

  c. Fishing boats on the coast.

  d. Children playing on the sand.

2. Why didn’t Jalpur live well?

  a. He didn’t work hard.

  b. He had too many children to feed.

  c. He depended on good weather and harvest for survival.

  d. The villagers kept taking his corn.

3. What was Jalpur’s dearest wish?

  a. To move away from his son.

  b. To take a vacation up the coast. 

  c. To make a great deal of money in order to live an easy life.

  d. To spend his last days with his son.

4. Why did Jalpur need money?

  a. His son charged him rent.

  b. He wanted to buy his son a new house.

  c. He wanted to bring presents to his son’s family.

  d. He didn’t want his son’s family to be hungry because of him.

5. What did Jalpur do when he saw the huge wave?

  a. He set his corn on fire so the people of Shundagarh would leave the beach.

  b. He screamed loudly to get the villagers’ attention.

  c. He ran down the hill to tell the people.

  d. He was stunned, not knowing what to do.

6. Which of the following statements is true?

  a. He lay dead in the middle of his blackened cornfield.

  b. The villagers gave him corn to replace his burnt harvest.

  c. The villagers paid him for the damage.

  d. He left the village to live with his son.

7. The villagers were thankful to Jalpur because he had _______.

  a. given his life in order to save theirs

  b. saved their village from being drowned by the wave

  c. given them many things during his life

  d. given them his corn in order to save them from hunger

20. Mackenzie’s First Exploration
Alexander Mackenzie was the first man to travel across the continent of North America all the way from the east coast to the west coast. He had set out to find a sea route which would link the Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific. The route was to be called the Northwest Passage.

Having been brought up in the remote northernmost part of Scotland’s Western Isles, Mackenzie had experienced the hardships which can be caused by extreme cold. He added to this experience by working as a young man for the Hudson’s Bay Company in North America. This company, which was founded in 1670, had an almost complete monopoly of the rich fur trade in the Northwest Territories. Mackenzie worked for several years at the company’s lonely trading outpost on the shores of Lake Athabaska, where he learned everything he could from the older fur trappers about the cold and hostile wilderness of the Northwest Territories.

On 3rd June 1789, he set out on his first journey of exploration. He was then 34 years old. With him he took a team of five trappers in one large birchbark canoe with sails, and in another five Indians, including one who acted as a guide and as an interpreter. Driving his party hard, Mackenzie travelled 58 kilometres (36 miles) on the first day and 130 km (81miles) on the second. Soon they reached the Great Slave Lake which, even at this time of year, was covered with broken ice. The canoes were in constant danger of being crushed. Not only this, but the party were tormented by plagues of mosquitoes. They sailed towards the west looking for an exit from the lake. Eventually, they found a river, which now bears Mackenzie’s name. The current was strong and, with a good wind behind them, they raised the sails on their canoes and travelled 480 kilometres (300 miles) along the river towards the west. Then, suddenly, they saw the Rocky Mountains in front of them, and the river went north.
Still optimistic of reaching the Pacific, Mackenzie continued to follow the river, in spite of being told by the Indians they met along its banks that it would probably take a lifetime to reach its source.

He soon realized, when he took his bearings, that he had come so far north that they were only one degree from the Arctic Circle. The river they were following would not end in the Pacific but in the Arctic Ocean. Nevertheless, he urged the party on and in time reached the northern ocean.

Winter was now approaching so it was essential to turn back to avoid it. Mackenzie and his men reached home three months after the start of their journey. They had covered 4,800 km (3,000 miles) but they had reached the Pacific.

Realising that he was not as well prepared as he should be, either materially or psychologically, Mackenzie returned to Britain to get ready for his next journey. At home he began to assemble a collection of instruments and equipment. He also increased his knowledge of geography and of the techniques of surveying. Feeling better equipped and more confident, he returned to his fur trader’s post ready for another attempt to find the Northwest Passage.

                                    (6 minutes     544 words)

1. The Northwest Passage refers to ______.

  a. the whole of North America

  b. a sea route that links the Atlantic Ocean with the Pacific

  c. the west coast of the Continent

  d. the road from the east coast to the northwest

2. Why was it possible for Mackenzie to make such an exploration?

  a. He was at his physical best.

  b. He was a man of powerful build.

  c. He had worked for the Hudson’s Bay Company for several years.

  d. He had experienced all kinds of hardships and could bear extreme cold.

3. The canoes were in constant danger because ______.

  a. they were too small for so many people

  b. the water was deep and the current was strong

  c. there was broken ice all around

  d. the teams were not good at rowing canoes in the river

4. _______ added to their difficulties in the Great Slave Lake.

  a. Extremely cold weather

  b. Biting mosquitoes

  c. The long, tiring journey

  d. A food shortage

5. What river did they eventually come to?  

  a. A river later known as Mackenzie River.

  b. One that flows from the west.

  c. A river near the Rocky Mountains.

  d. A river with strong currents and a lot of ice.

6. Finally Mackenzie and his team reached ______.

  a. the Arctic Ocean

  b. the Pacific Ocean

  c. the Arctic Circle

  d. the Rocky Mountains

7. Why do you think Mackenzie decided to go home?

  a. He was not optimistic about reaching the Pacific Ocean.

  b. He believed what the Indians had told him, so he gave up.

  c. Winter was approaching; he wanted to avoid it. 

  d. He thought he had covered a long-enough distance for his first journey.

8. What is your evaluation of Mackenzie’s first explration?

  a. A complete failure.

  b. A minor success.

  c. Not at all worthwhile.

  d. A meaningful step for his next journey, though not successful.


