College English  (Fast Reading)  
Book Two
1. The Missing Wallet

I don’t often lose things and I’m especially careful with money, so I was quite surprised when I reached for my wallet and it wasn’t there. At first, I thought it was possible that I could have left it at home. Then I remembered taking it out to pay for the taxi, so I knew I had it with me just before I walked into the restaurant. I wondered if it was possible that it could have slipped out of my pocket while I was eating dinner. Thinking about that possibility, I turned and walked back to the table where I had been sitting. Unfortunately, there were several people sitting at the table at the time, so I called a waiter and explained to him that my wallet had fallen out of my pocket while I was sitting at the table a few minutes earlier. I had the waiter go over to the table to see if my wallet was on the floor. While the waiter was looking for it, the manager of the restaurant came up to me and asked me if anything was wrong. I didn’t want to get a lot of people involved in the problem, but I knew I had to get the wallet back. I told the manager what had happened. He had me describe the wallet to him, and then he insisted that I report the missing wallet to the police. I told him that I didn’t particularly want to get the police involved in it; besides, I was in a hurry because I had an appointment with my doctor in just a few minutes. I explained to him that my biggest worry at the moment was how I was going to pay the check. He told me not to worry about that. He had me write down my name and address, and he said he would send me a bill.

(4 minutes     317 words)
1. Why was the writer so sure he had brought his wallet with him?

  a. He remembered that he didn’t leave it at home.

  b. He always felt his pocket for the wallet before he left home.

  c. He believed his own memory.

  d. He had taken it out to pay the taxi-driver.

2. According to the passage, the writer most probably lost his wallet when ______.

  a. he took it out to pay for the taxi

  b. he walked into the restaurant

  c. he was eating dinner

  d. he was ordering his dish

3. Why did the writer walk back to the table where he had been sitting?

  a. He was sure his wallet was still there.

  b. It was possible that he could find his wallet there.

  c. He could ask someone there about his wallet.

  d. He saw the wallet lying on the floor near the table.

4. What did he actually do when he walked back to the table?

  a. He asked the people at the table about his wallet.

  b. He explained to the waiter what had happened a few minutes earlier.

  c. He himself started looking for his wallet.

  d. He talked with the manager about what had happened.

5. The manager ________.

  a. didn’t appear till very late

  b. didn’t come at all because he was very busy

  c. came up pretty soon to see what had happened

  d. came to the table and found the wallet

6. As the writer didn’t want to get a lot of people involved in the problem, ________.

  a. he only told the manager what had happened

  b. he didn’t tell the manager anything

  c. he reported to the police immediately

  d. he only told the story to the manager and the waiter

7. Why did the manager tell the writer not to worry about paying the check?

  a. He was going to report the incident to the police.

  b. He could pay the doctor for the writer.

  c. He would send the writer a bill later for his meal.

  d. He was sure the missing wallet would soon be recovered.

2. The Nose on Your Face

The human nose has given to the languages of the world many interesting expressions. Of course, this is not surprising. Without the nose, we could not breathe or smell. It is the part of the face that gives a person special character. Cyrano de Bergerac said that a large nose showed a great man --- courageous, courteous, manly, and intellectual.

A famous woman poet wished that she had two noses to smell a rose! Blaise Pascal, a French philosopher, made an interesting comment about Cleopatra’s nose. If it had been shorter, he said, it would have changed the whole face of the world!

Historically, man’s nose has had a principal role in his imagination. Man has referred to the nose in many ways to express his emotions. Expressions concerning the nose refer to human weakness: anger, pride, jealousy and revenge.

In English there are a number of phases about the nose. For example, to hold up one’s nose expresses a basic human feeling --- pride. People can hold up their noses at people, things, and places.
The phrase, to be led around by the nose, shows man’s weakness. A person who is led around by the nose lets other people control him. On the other hand, a person who follows his nose lets his instinct guide him.

For the human emotion of rejection, the phrase to have one’s nose put out of joint is very descriptive. The expression applies to persons who have been turned aside because of a competitor. Their pride is hurt and they feel rejected. This expression is not new. It was used by Erasmus in 1542.

This is only a sampling of expressions in English dealing with the nose. There are a number of others. However, it should be as plain as the nose on your face that the nose is more than an organ for breathing and smelling!

(4 minutes      310 words)
1. This passage is about __________.

  a. the human nose as an organ for breathing and smelling

  b. the nose providing us with various expressions

  c. a woman poet’s wish to have two noses

  d. interesting comments made on Cleopatra’s nose

2. “To hold up one’s nose” is an expression of __________

  a. contempt

  b. revenge

  c. anger

  d. jealousy

3. A person who is led around by the nose ______.

  a. lets his instinct guide him
  b. has no will of his own

  c. is strong-minded

  d. is full of imagination

4. A man who is described as “ to have his nose put out of joint” _______.

  a. is happy 

  b. wants to smell a flower

  c. is ill

  d. feels hurt and rejected

5. “ A sampling of expressions” in the last paragraph means ____.

  a. “the giving of only one example to show one’s feelings”
  b. “quite a number of examples”
  c. “expressions given to serve as examples”
  d. “expressions that need examples”
6. When you say it is “as plain as the nose on your face” you mean ________

a. “it is easy to solve”
  b. “something looks like your nose”
  c. “it is something quite easy to understand”
  d. “there is a plain-looking nose on your face”
7. “The nose is more than an organ for breathing and smelling” means _______

  a. “the only two functions of the nose are breathing and smelling”
  b. “the nose is more important than any other organ”
  c. more can be said of this human organ than its function of breathing and smelling”
  d. “no other organ functions for breathing and smelling”
3. Guilty or Not?

George had stolen some money, but the police had caught him and he had been put in prison. Now his trial was about to begin, and he felt sure that he would be found guilty and sent to prison for a long time.

Then he discovered that an old friend of his was one of the members of the jury at his trial. Of course, he didn’t tell anybody, but he managed to see his friend secretly one day. He said to him, “Jim, I know that the jury will find me guilty of having stolen the money. I cannot hope to be found not guilty of taking it---that would be too much to expect. But I should be grateful to you for the rest of my life if you could persuade the other members of the jury to add a strong recommendation for mercy to their statement that they consider me guilty.”
“Well, George.” Answered Jim, “I shall certainly try to do what I can for you as an old friend, but of course I cannot promise anything. The other eleven people on the jury look terribly strong-minded to me.”
George said that he would quite understand if Jim was not able to do anything for him, and thanked him warmly for agreeing to help.

The trial went on, and at last the time came for the jury to decide whether George was guilty or not. It took them five hours, but in the end they found George guilty, with a strong recommendation for mercy.

Of course, George was very pleased, but he didn’t have a chance to see Jim for some time after the trial. At last, however, Jim visited him in prison, and George thanked him warmly and asked him how he had managed to persuade the other members of the jury to recommend mercy.

“Well, George,” Jim answered, “as I thought, those eleven men were very difficult to persuade, but I managed it in the end by tiring them out. Do you know, those fools had all wanted to find you not guilty!”
(4.5 minutes      348 words)
1. Which phrase best defines a “jury”?

  a. A person who works in a court.

  b. A policeman.

  c. A judge.

  d. A group of people who decide if someone on trial is guilty or not guilty.

2. According to the passage George wanted his friend Jim ________.

  a. to help him run away from prison

  b. to believe he was not guilty.

  c. to make others believe that he was guilty
  d. to make the jury ask for less severe punishment for George

3. Jim could not promise anything. Why?

  a. He thought George was guilty.

  b. George’s case was too serious.

  c. The other members might not listen to his recommendation

  d. He did not want to help George.

4. The jury made a decision __________.

  a. immediately after hearing Jim’s argument

  b. after having had a vote

  c. shortly after Jim said George was guilty

  d. only after several hours of heated discussion

5. Why did George feel pleased about the decision?

  a. He thought he deserved the punishment.

  b. Jim did what he had promised.

  c. He would be set free immediately.

  d. The punishment was less severe than expected.

6. Why is it that the recommendation for mercy was made as Jim had wished?

  a. George’s case turned out to be not so serious.

  b. Jim kept asking the jury for mercy for George.

  c. The jury thought it was the first time George had committed such a crime.

  d. They all considered it better not to be too severe

7. How does the story strike you?

  a. Serious and instructive.

  b. Interesting and humorous.

  c. Sad and disappointing.

  d. Moving and worth reading.

8. Who do you think is the biggest fool?

  a. George.

  b. The policeman who caught George.

  c. Jim 

  d. The other members of the jury.

4. Talking Without Sound

Each Indian tribe had a different language. Many Indians never learned any language except their own. Do you know how Indians from different tribes talked to each other? They had two ways to talk without sound. One way was by sign language; another way by signal.

Sign language is a way of talking by using signs. Indians used sign language when they met strangers. In this way, they could find out whether the stranger was a friend or an enemy. In Indian sign language, signs were made with the hands. One sign meant “man”. Another meant “horse”. To tell the time of day when something happened, and Indian pointed to the sky. He showed where the sun had been at the time.

Indians usually used signals when they wanted to send messages to someone far away. To make signals, an Indian might use a pony. He might use a blanket. Or he might use smoke, a mirror or fire arrows.

To signal that he had seen many animals, an Indian rode his pony in a large circle. Sometimes the Indian gave a signal like this and then went away to hide. This meant that there was danger.

The blanket signal was visible from far away. An Indian held the corners of a blanket in his hands. Then he began to swing the blanket from side to side in front of him. An Indian could send many different signals with his blanket.

He could also send many signals with a mirror. He usually used the mirror to warn someone of danger. Or the attempted to get the attention of a person far away. But he also used it to send messages in code. Of course, mirrors could be used only when the sun was shining. At night, Indians used fire arrows for signaling.

An Indian also sent signals with smoke. He made a small fire of dry wood. Then he put grass or green branches on it. He held a blanket over the fire for a minute. When he removed the blanket from the fire, there was a cloud of smoke. The number of clouds of smoke told his message in code.

Now you can see that Indians didn’t need to learn each other’s language. They could talk to one another by using signals or sign language.
(4.5 minutes     392 words)
1. The story tells about _____

  a. people living in India
  b. the Indians who had many kinds of languages

  c. the Indians who didn’t use their languages

  d. how Indians communicated between different tribes

2. Sign language is _________

  a. a language only for Indians

  b. a way to express one’s ideas by making gestures

  c. a way to communicate by making signs on paper

  d. a secret way of talking to strangers

3. When an Indian meant there was danger, he _________

  a. rode his pony back and forth several times

  b. rode his pony in a large circle and then went away to hide

  c. began to make a fire

  d. drew a big circle on the ground

4. An Indian used a mirror to ____

  a. warn someone of danger

  b. get the attention of someone far away

  c. send messages in code

  d. all of the above

5. Indians didn’t need to learn each other’s language because ________.

  a. they never met each other

  b. they could use signals or sign language

  c. they could write messages in a special language 

  d. they thought they could easily make themselves understood without learning a new language

5. The Receipt

As my train wasn’t due to leave for another hour, I had plenty of time to spare. After buying some newspapers to read on the journey, I make my way to the luggage office to collect the heavy suitcase I had left there three days before. There were only a few people waiting, and I took out my wallet to find the receipt for my case. The receipt didn’t seem to be where I had left it. I emptied the contents of the wallet, and railway-tickets, money, scraps of paper, and photographs fell out of it; but no matter how hard I searched, the receipt was nowhere to be found.
When my turn came, I explained the situation sorrowfully to the assistant. The man looked at me suspiciously as if to say that he had heard this type of story many times and asked me to describe the case. I told him that it was an old, brown-looking object no different from the many cases I could see on the shelves. The assistant then gave me a form and told me to make a list of the chief contents of the case. If they were correct, he said, I could take the case away. I tried to remember all the articles I had hurriedly packed and wrote them down as they came to me.
After I had done this, I went to look among the shelves. There were hundreds of cases there and for one dreadful moment, it occurred to me that if someone had picked the receipt up, he could have easily claimed the case already. This hadn’t happened fortunately, for after a time I found the case lying on its side high up in a corner. After examining the articles inside, the assistant was soon satisfied that it was mine and told me I could take the case away. Again I took out my wallet: this time to pay. I pulled out a ten-shilling note and the “lost” receipt slipped out with it. I couldn’t help blushing and looked up at the assistant. He was nodding his head knowingly, as if to say that he had often seen this happen before too!

(4.5 minutes         353 words)
1. The writer had plenty of time to spare as his train __________.

  a. was leaving later than scheduled

  b. was not leaving for another hour

  c. was not scheduled to leave

  d. was delayed for some reason

2. Why did he go to the luggage office?

  a. He would ask when his train was leaving.

  b. He wanted to claim his luggage.

  c. His case had to be left in the office.

  d. The office took care of heavy cases.

3. Which of the following is true?

  a. The receipt was in the case he had left in the luggage office.

  b. He had put his wallet in the case.

  c. There were a lot of things in the wallet.

  d. He searched everything but the wallet.

4. When the writer explained his situation, the assistant _______.

  a. responded quickly saying it was a lie

  b. believed him then and there

  c. gave a suspicious look as much as to say he had heard such stories before

  d. just took his story as a joke

5. The assistant, however, __________

  a. gave back the case to him right away

  b. asked him to look for the case among the shelves

  c. asked him to fill up a form and describe what was in the case

  d. said he would help him look for the case

6. The writer took out his wallet a second time, ____________.

  a. to see if the receipt was there

  b. to show the assistant he was telling the truth

  c. to pay for the service

  d. to produce the receipt

7. The writer could not help blushing for his ____________-.

  a. carelessness

  b. stupidity

  c. inconsideration

  d. rudeness

6. Local Newspapers in Britain

Visitors to Britain are sometimes surprised to learn that newspapers there have such a large circulation. The “Daily Mirror” and the “Daily Express” both sell about four million copies everyday. British families generally buy a newspaper every morning and frequently take two or three on Sundays.

Apart from the national papers, there is, however, another branch of the British press which sells almost as many copies. Local newspapers have a weekly circulation of 13 million. Almost every town and country area has one. Nearly all of them hold their own financially and many of them are very profitable.
These papers are written almost entirely for readers interested in local events --- births, weddings, deaths, council meetings and sports ---- but the content is naturally influenced by the kind of community they serve. Editors prefer to rely on a small staff of people who all know the district well. A great deal of local news is regularly supplied by clubs and churches in the neighborhood and it does not get out of date as quickly as national news. If there is no room for it in this week’s edition, an item can sometimes be held over until the following week.

The editor must never forget that the success of any newspaper depends on advertising. He is usually anxious to keep the good will of local businessmen for this reason. But if the newspaper is well written and the news items have been carefully chosen to attract local readers, the businessmen are grateful for the opportunity to keep their products in the public eye.

Local newspapers do not often comment on problems of national importance and editors rarely hold with taking sides on political questions. But they can often be of service to the community in expressing public feeling on local issues. A newspaper can sometimes persuade the council to take action to provide better shopping facilities, improve transport in the area and preserve local monuments and places of interest.
These papers often sound rather dull and it seems surprising that they all make a profit. But for many people in small towns and villages the death of someone known to them or the installation of traffic lights at a busy corner nearby can sometimes be more important than a disaster in a foreign country.
(4.5 minutes          383 words)
1. Local newspapers have __________.

  a. a circulation as large as that of national newspapers

  b. a daily circulation of 13 million
  c. a slightly smaller circulation than national newspapers

  d. an even larger circulation

2. Which of the following is true?

  a. Every town and country area has at least one paper of its own..

  b. Nearly all town and country areas have their own papers

  c. There is a newspaper, national or local, in each town and country area.

  d. A lot of remote town and country areas do not have their own papers.

3. In local papers, news items, comments, ads, etc. are mostly _________.

  a. national

  b. local

  c. influenced by the clubs and churches in the neighborhood

  d. produced by editors and their staffs

4. In the writer’s opinion, the editor must remember that no paper can possibly succeed without _____________.

  a. advertisements

  b. interesting reports

  c. a great deal of national news

  d. an excellent sales manager

5. Problems of national importance are __________ in local newspapers.

  a. hardly mentioned

  b. seldom commented on 

  c. often remarked on

  d. never discussed

6. A local newspaper can serve the community by _________.

  a. expressing public feeling on local issues

  b. preserving local monuments and places of interest

  c. voicing its view on political questions

  d. providing more important national news

7. Why is it that local papers all make a profit?

  a. They are as well organized as the national papers.

  b. They are staffed with people who know their districts well.

  c. They have had sufficient support from their clients.

  d. Their main emphasis on local events meets the needs of the community they serve.

7. Flags of the United States

The basic flag of the United States is one of the world’s oldest national flags. 

Only the basic flags of Austria, Denmark, Great Britain, the Netherlands. Sweden, and Switzerland are older.
During the discovery and settlement of what is now the United States, the flags of various European nations were flown over the land, as symbols of possession. Later, in the colonial and Revolutionary War periods, flags representing famous persons, places, and events were flown in the American Colonies.

The first official flag of the United States was created by Congress on June 14, 1777. It consisted of 13 alternate red and white stripes and 24 white stars in a field of blue, representing the 13 colonies that had declared their independence in 1776. Congress adopted a new flag of 15 stars and 15 stripes in 1795, to give representation to the two new states admitted into the Union, Vermont and Kentucky.

By 1817, there were 20 states in the Union, and it became apparent that adding one stripe for each new state would destroy the shape of the flag. As a result, Congress in 1818 restored the original design of 13 stripes and provided that each state was to be represented by one star. In 1912 President William H. Taft made the first official provision for the arrangement of the stars. He ordered that there be six even rows of eight stars each previously the arrangement of the stars had been left to the flag-maker’s fancy.

The evolution of the Stars and Stripes reflects the growth of the United States. After the admission of Hawaii into the Union in 1959, the flag was officially changed for the 26th time since its creation.
There are many government flags flown in the United States in addition to the national flag. Among them are the president’s and vice-president’s flags and those of the federal departments and some federal agencies. Each state in the Union has an official flag. The United States Navy uses special flags for signaling.

(4.5 minutes    334 words)

1. The basic flag of the United States is ___________.
  a. the oldest national flag in the world

  b. one of the world’s oldest flags

  c. the most beautiful flag in the West

  d. as old as the basic flags of some European nations

2. Before the War of Independence the flags of various European nations flown over the land were symbols of __________.
  a. self-rule

  b. occupation

  c. peace and friendship

  d. independence

3. The first official flag of the United States was adopted _________.
  a. before the Independence War

  b. right after the Independence War

  c. when independence was declared in 1776

  d. during the War of Independence which ended in1783

4. The 13 red and white stripes and 13 white stars represent __________.
  a. 13 independent states

  b. the colonies that declared independence in 1776

  c. the U. S. Congress

  d. 13 famous figures in the American colonies

5. Why was the original design of 13 stripes restored in 1818?

  a. Too many stripes would destroy the shape of the flag.

  b. Congress insisted 143 is the best number.

  c. That was a decision President Taft had made.

  d. The American people suggested it.

6. Which of the following is true?

  a. All federal departments and agencies have flags of their own.

  b. The newly-admitted state of Hawaii does not have an official flag.

  c. No other flags than the national flag and the president’s flag are flown in the United States.

  d. The United States has a number of government flags.

8. Daniel Mendoza

Boxing matches were very popular in England two hundred years ago. In those days, boxers fought with bare fists for prize money. Because of this, they were known as “prize-fighters”. However, boxing was very crude, for there were no rules and a prize-fighter could be seriously injured or even killed during a match.
One of the most colorful figures in boxing history was Daniel Mendoza, who was born in 1764. The use of gloves was not introduced until 1860 when the Marquis of Queensberry drew up the first set of rules. Though he was technically a prize-fighter, Mendoza did much to change crude prize-fighting into a sport, for he brought science to the game. In his day, Mendoza enjoyed tremendous popularity. He was adored by rich and poor alike.

Mendoza rose to fame swiftly after a boxing-match when he was only fourteen years old. This attracted the attention of Richard Humphries, who was then the most eminent boxer in England. He offered to train Mendoza and his young pupil was quick to learn. In fact, Mendoza soon became so successful that Humphries turned against him. The two men quarreled bitterly and it was clear that the argument could only be settled by a fight. A match was held at Stilton where both men fought for an hour. The public bet a great deal of money on Mendoza, but he was defeated. Mendoza met Humphries in the ring on a later occasion and he lost for a second time. It was not until his third match in 1790 that he finally beat Humphries and became Champion of England. Meanwhile, he founded a highly successful Academy and even Lord Byron became one of his pupils. He earned enormous sums of money and was paid as much as ￡100 for a single appearance. Despite this, he was so extravagant that he was always in debt. After he was defeated by a boxer Gentleman Jackson, he was quickly forgotten. He was sent to prison for failing to pay his debts and died in poverty in 1863.
(4.5 minutes   336 words)

1. Boxing in the 18th century was crude because _________.

  a. boxers fought with bare fists

  b. there were no regulations

  c. boxers could be seriously injured or even killed during a match

  d. all of the above

2. What do you think led to the change of crude prize-fighting into a sport?

  a. Prize money.

  b. The introduction of science to the game

  c. The use of gloves.

  d. The first set of rules of boxing.

3. Why did Mendoza enjoy tremendous popularity in his day?

  a. He had defeated his own coach.

  b. He was the first to introduce the use of gloves.

  c. He did much to change prize-fighting into a sport.

  d. He had drawn up the first set of rules of boxing.

4. Mendoza ____ when he was only a teenager.

  a. was seriously injured

  b. enjoyed more popularity than Humphries

  c. made a great deal of money

  d. gained fame quick

5. Richard Humphries was __________ in England at that time.

  a. an experienced boxing coach

  b. adored by old and young alike

  c. admired by rich and poor alike

  d. not much of a boxer

6. Humphries turned against Mendoza because ___________.
  a. Mendoza refused to be his pupil

  b. he was jealous of Mendoza’s success

  c. Mendoza rose to fame swiftly

  d. Mendoza was quick to learn

7. ________ Mendoza finally beat Humphries and became Champion of England.

  a. At the third match in 1790

  b. At the match held at Stilton

  c. When they met in the ring for the first time

  d. After he had failed three times

8. Mendoza earned an enormous amount of money, _________.

  a. so he lived a happy life

  b. and he enjoyed spending his money

  c. but he died in poverty because of his extravagant life style

  d. but his friends all turned away from him

9.  The Beginning of Money
In the earliest stages of man’s development he had no more need of money than animals have. He was content with very simple forms of shelter, made his own rough tools and weapons and could provide food and clothing for himself and his family from natural materials around him. As he became more civilized, however, he began to want better shelter, more efficient tools and weapons, and more comfortable and more lasting clothing than could be provided by his own neighborhood or by the work of his own unskilled hands. For these things he had to turn to the skilled people such as smiths, leather workers or carpenters who were springing up everywhere. It was then that the question of payment arose.

At first he got what he wanted by a simple process of exchange. The smith who had not the time to look after land or cattle was glad to take meat or grain from the farmer in exchange for an axe or a plough. But as more and more goods which had no fixed exchange value came on the market, exchange became too complicated to be satisfactory. Another problem arose when those who made things wanted to get stocks of wood or leather, or iron, but had nothing to offer in exchange until their finished goods were ready.

Thus the difficulties of exchange led by degrees to the invention of money. In some countries, easily handled things like seeds or shells were given a certain value and the farmer, instead of paying the smith for a new axe by giving him some meat or grain, gave him so many shells. If the smith had any shells left when he had bought his food, he could get stocks of the raw materials of his trade. In some countries quite large things such as cows or camels or even big flat stones were used for trade. Later, pieces of metal, bearing values according to the rarity of the metal and the size of the pieces, or coins were used. Money as we know it had arrives.

(4.5 minutes     346 words)

1. Why were early men content with their simple life?

a. They did not have to use money.

b. They were able to make their own tools.

c. They could provide food and clothing and simple shelter for themselves.

d. They had enough natural materials around them.

2. As men became more civilized they __________.

  a. all learnt to make by themselves the things they needed

  b. had to travel a lot to look for what they wanted

  c. wanted better things than those they themselves could provide

  d. no longer provided food and clothing for themselves

3. Exchange of goods became difficult because _________.

  a. there was not a marketplace for farmers and smiths to exchange their goods.

  b. farmers were unwilling to provide smiths with grain and meat

  c. more and more goods which had no fixed exchange value came to the market

  d. skilled workers did not work hard enough to produce good tools and weapons

4. Before people used metal coins they used _________.

  a. shells or seeds because they could be easily handled

  b. camels even though they were large

  c. flat stones even though they were large

  d. all of the above

5. Money was not used until _________.

  a. paper was invented

  b. people practiced a simple process of exchange

  c. nothing could be offered in exchange

  d. the exchange of one thing for another became too complicated

10. Mind Your Manners

In England recently three foreign gentlemen approached a bus stop. They studied the information on the sign attached to the concrete post and decided which bus to take. About five minutes later the bus they wanted came along. They prepared to board it. Suddenly there was a clamor behind them. People rushed onto the bus and tried to push them out of the way. Someone shouted insulting remarks about foreigners. The bus conductor came rushing down the stairs to see what all the trouble was about. The three foreign gentlemen looked puzzled and embarrassed. No one had told them about the British custom of queuing for a bus so that the first person who arrived at a bus stop is the first person to get on the bus.
Learning the language of a country isn’t enough. If you want to ensure a pleasant visit, find out as much as possible about the manners and customs of your hosts. You will probably be surprised just how different they can be from your own. A visitor to India would do well to remember that people there consider it impolite to use the left hand for passing food at table. The left hand is supposed to be used for washing yourself. Also in India, you might see a man apparently shaking his head at another and assume that he is disagreeing. But in many parts of India a rotating movement of the head is a gesture that signifies agreement or acceptance. Nodding your head when offered a drink in Bulgaria is likely to leave you thirsty. In that country you shake your head to signify “yes” --- a nod indicates “no”. Arabs are known for their gracious hospitality. At a meal in countries on the Arabian Peninsula, you will find that any drinking vessel is repeatedly refilled as soon as you drain it. The way to indicate that you have had enough is to take the cup or glass in your hand and gibe it a little shake from side to side or place your hand over the top.
In Europe it is quite usual to cross your legs when sitting talking to someone even at an important meeting. Doing this when meeting an important person in Thailand, however, could cause offence. It is considered too informal an attitude for such an occasion. Also when in Thailand avoid touching the head of an adult --- it’s just not done.

(5 minutes     405 words)

1. Where did the three foreign gentlemen in our story come from?

  a. From England.

  b. From India.

  c. From Thailand.

  d. Not mentioned in the story.

2. Why did someone at the bus stop shout insulting remarks about the foreigners?

  a. They were rude and impolite to that person.

  b. They had tried to push that person out of the way.

  c. They had not waited in a queue to get on a bus.

  d. They did not know the language well enough.

3. In India the left hand is supposed to be used for _____.

  a. passing food at table

  b. washing oneself

  c. shaking hands with a friend

  d. offering drinks to guests

4. Where do people shake their heads in a rotating movement to signify agreement?

  a. In some parts of the Western world.

  b. In Bulgaria.

  c. In India.

  d. Both a and b.

5. Which of the following is true?

  a. In Bulgaria, you are likely to be left thirsty if you nod when offered a drink.

  b. In India, nodding one’s head is a sign of agreement or acceptance.

  c. Your Arabic host won’t refill your drinking vessel if you don’t insist.

  d. In countries on the Arabian Peninsula you must shake your head to signify “yes”
6. In Thailand, crossing one’s legs _______.

  a. is considered all right even at important meetings

  b. could cause offence on formal occasions

  c. is not allowed on whatever occasions

  d. is quite usual on all occasions

7. What does  “--- it’s just not done” mean here? It means that no one in Thailand ______.

  a. has ever done it

  b. can go away after having done it

  c. can do it nowadays

  d. considers it proper to do so

8. What must you do if you wish to ensure a pleasant visit to a foreign country?

  a. Master the language of that country.

  b. Speak less and watch more.

  c. Wait and see unless you are sure of success.

  d. Learn more about the culture and language of the country before visiting..

11. The Flying Fool

“I ask you to drink to his health as a young man full of the spirit of adventure who has lit up the world with a flash of courage.” With these words, the British Minister of Air turned and raised his glass to the young man who sat beside --- a young man who, only a month before, was completely unknown. Yet on that summer day in 1927 his name was on the world’s lips --- Charles Lindbergh, the first man to fly the Atlantic alone.
He had been an air mail pilot, flying back and forth between Chicago and the city of St. Louis. Determined to win the $25,000 prize offered by a fellow-American for the first flight from New York to Paris, Lindbergh had persuaded a group of St. Loris businessmen to finance the building of a special plane for him.

The news that Lindbergh intended to fly the Atlantic alone was received with disbelief. The plane would never fly, people said. It would run out of fuel. It had only a single engine. Lloyds of London refused to inure the flight. Men called Lindbergh the “flying fool”.

But on May 20th,1927, just after ten to eight in the morning, Lindbergh’s “Spirit of St. Louis”, heavily laden with fuel, struggled into the air from a New York airfield. For several hours the weight of the petrol prevented the young pilot from flying more than a few feet above the wave-tops. Night came and thick fog covered up the stars. Lindbergh flew steadily on, hoping that his course was the right one. He struggled to keep awake, checking the fuel all the time to keep his mind active. Throughout the next day the “Spirit of St. Louis” flew on over the seemingly limitless sea. Then a fishing boat appeared, and, an hour later, land. It was Ireland. Lindbergh set a compass course for Paris.

By ten o’clock the lights of franc’s capital were shining beneath him. Tired, unshaved, suddenly hungry, the “flying fool” came down to Le Bourget airport, and landed in front of a huge crowd of wildly cheering people. After 34 hours of continuous piloting, the flight of 3,600 miles was over.
(4.5 minutes    364 words)

1. The British Minister of Air_______.

  a. praised Lindbergh for his intelligence

  b. encouraged Lindbergh to be more adventurous
  c. congratulated Lindbergh for his bravery

  d. warned Lindbergh not to fly alone

2. “His name was on the world’s lips” means ___________.

  a. “everybody was drinking to his health”
  b. “everybody was jumping about because of him”
  c. “he became suddenly unpopular”
  d. “everybody was talking about him”
3. A group of St. Louis businessmen had been persuaded to ____ the building of a special plane.

  a. arrange

  b. organize

  c. stop 

  d. pay for

4. Which of the following is true?

  a. Nobody at all believed that it was foolish for anybody to try to fly the Atlantic.

  b. Everybody knew that Lindbergh was very brave and adventurous.

  c. people didn’t believe that Lindbergh really meant to fly the Atlantic alone.

  d. Everybody believed that it was foolish for anybody to try to fly the Atlantic at all.

5. The “Spirit of St. Louis” here refers to _____________.

  a. the plane Lindbergh flew in

  b. the “flying fool”
  c. the hope of the people of St. Louis

  d. the city of St. Louis

6. At the beginning of the flight ___________.

  a. Lindbergh wanted to fly low because there was a thick fog over the sea

  b. the weight of the petrol stopped Lindbergh from flying low over the sea

  c. the plane was so heavy that Lindbergh fell in the sea several times

  d. Lindbergh had to fly very low because the plane was too heavy to rise

12. Push-button English

Very soon a computer will be able to teach you English. It will also be able to translate any language for you too. It’s just one more incredible result of the development of microprocessors--- those tiny parts of a computer commonly known as “silicon chips”. So give up going to classes, stop buying more textbooks and relax. In a couple of years you won’t need the international language of English.

Already Texas Instruments in the United States is developing an electronic translation machine. Imagine a Spanish secretary, for example, who wants to type a letter from the boss to a businessman in Sweden. All he or she will have to do is this: first type the letter in Spanish. The letter will appear on a television screen. After a few seconds the translated letter will appear on a television screen. After a few seconds the translated letter will appear on another television screen in Stockholm in perfect Swedish. And that’s not all. Soon a computer will be able to teach you English, if you really want to learn the language. You’ll sit in front of a television screen and practice endless structures. The computer will tell you when you are correct and when you are wrong. It will even talk to you because the silicon chips can change electrical impulses into sounds. And clever programmers can predict the responses you, the learner, are likely to make.
So think of it. You will be able to teach yourself at your own pace. You will waste very little time, and you can always use the translating machine. In a few years, therefore, perhaps there will be no need for BBC Modern English, or BBC English by Radio programmes--- no more textbooks or teachers of English. Instead of buying an exciting new textbook, the computer will ask you to replace it with microprocessor one thousand nine hundred and eighty-four. Fast, reliable and efficient language learning and translating facilities will be available to you. Think of that no more tears or embarrassing moments. One little problem is that a computer can’t laugh yet --- but the scientists are working on it. Happy learning!

(4.5 minutes       361 words)

1. Silicon chips are __________.

  a. microprocessors

  b. the result of the development of microprocessors 

  c. the computer itself

  d. parts of microprocessors

2. According to the writer, “you won’t need the international language of English” because ____.
  a. learning English will no longer be a difficult task 

  b. textbooks are no longer necessary

  c. it’s better to buy a computer than to go to classes

  d. the computer will be able to translate any language for you

3. If a Spanish secretary wants to translate a letter, all he or she will have to do is_____.

  a. push a button and wait

  b. use any kind of typewriter to type the letter

  c. type it for the machine to do the translation

  d. type the letter and tell someone else to do the translation

4. You will ____ if you use a computer to learn the language.

  a. waste much of your time

  b. speak better English
  c. need no translating machine

  d. do everything at your own pace

5. This passage is mainly about ______.

  a. someone who learns English with the help of a computer

  b. the computer teaching the language

  c. fast, reliable and efficient language learning

  d. what language learning could be like when computerized

13. On Background Music

Bill:     What are you working on now?
Howard:  I’ve just finished a piece on background music.

Lisa:     Background music? Oh, like the music they’re playing here now.

Howard:  Yes. You hear it everywhere----in restaurants, airports, supermarket, department stores---

Bill:      In banks, too. I noticed it while we were at the bank today.

Lisa:      Did you? I didn’t.

Howard:   You’re not supposed to notice it. It’s just there, in the background. It’s supposed to influence your attitudes, put you in the right mood.

Lisa:      I’m not sure I like that idea.
Howard:   Well, it seems to work. Companies pay millions of dollars every year for background music. It’s supposed to give you a better feeling about yourself and the people around you. Factories use it a lot. It makes the workers happy, and they work better that way. In one factory, music increased production 4.5 percent.

Bill:      I should think they’d get tired of hearing music all day.

Howard:   They don’t, though. One fellow in San Francisco told me, “If the music stops, somebody always runs to the telephone to complain.”
Lisa:      Now that I think about it, I can’t remember when there wasn’t background music in restaurants and stores.

Howard:   That shows how young you are. Actually, it all started during World War II when some factories had their own orchestras to keep workers happy and calm. Now, of course, the music is piped in by a machine, and different kinds of music are played at different times during the day. They play faster music at ten in the morning than at eight, for instance, because workers tend to be slower then.,

Bill:      What about restaurants? Do they play the same music for dinner and lunch?

Howard:   I don’t know about that, but I do know that hamburger places play fast music. When they started playing faster music, they found that a customer spent only seventeen minutes eating. The time was twenty-two minutes before that.

Lisa:      So they have more people coming in and out to buy hamburgers.

Howard:   Exactly. And that’s good for business. You can see why music has become so popular. In Los Angeles, for instance, thirty different companies are selling background music services.

Lisa:     I still think there’s something about it that I don’t quite like.
Howard:  I know what you mean, but lots of people would not agree with you. The Xerox Corporation in Rochester, N. Y. , spends more than $ 80,000 a year for background music. Prisons use it, and farmers use it to keep their cattle calm. It’s even supposed to have an effect on plants.

(5 minutes         414 words)

1. Howard is probably _____.

  a. an orchestra conductor

  b. a music fan

  c. a sales manager in a music company

  d. a background music composer

2. Who in the passage hold different opinions about background music?
  a. Howard and Lisa

  b. Howard and some others.

  c. Bill and Lisa.

  d. Bill and some others.

3. According to Howard, background music _____.

  a. can possibly give people better feelings and influence their attitudes

  b. increases production by 4.5 percent in factories

  c. is sometimes very boring to the workers

  d. is always faster than any other music

4. When did background music start in factories? It started ____.

  a. when some factory owners saw the workers were unhappy

  b. in the 1940’s

  c. after the Second World War

  d. when it proved of some value to the music company

5. Hamburger places usually play fast background music because _____.

  a. they think that will make the attendants work faster

  b. they believe fast music can make people eat more

  c. time spent on eating is less than before and more customers will be coming in and out to buy hamburgers

  d. hamburgers will become more popular

6. The background music as mentioned in the dialogue is ____.

  a. such music as is played by orchestras in concerts

  b. the music that is played only in restaurants and stores

  c. the music that is comparable with modern pop music

  d. music played in the background to put you in a particular mood

7. What inference can you possibly make from the passage?

  a. Background music is too noisy and thus undesirable.

  b. Background music is no more than a tool with which to make money

  c. More and more people would like to use background music, for it has proven to be useful.

  d. Everything has two sides: background music is no exception.

14. Dangers in and near a House
Sad stories are not very pleasant to read about, but if we think and talk about them, we may be able to prevent more accidents.

How can fire or hot things be a danger in the house? Matches, of course, are always dangerous in the hands of young children. A little fire on waste land can easily get out of control. A wind comes, sparks are blown on to the roof of a house, and the whole building may be burnt to the ground before you can even call the Fire Brigade. Kerosene lamps, too, can be very dangerous. Quite recently there was a bad accident in a village house. The mosquito-net over a baby’s cot was blown against a lamp and caught fire. The bedclothes and even the clothes of the baby were burnt before the fire was discovered.

Long grass and rubbish round a house can also lead to a disastrous fire, as most people know. However, not everybody is careful. With such things as celluloid masks and toys; these burn up in a flash if you hold them near a flame.

Young children often reach up to a table to take a sauce pan down by the handle. If the saucepan or pot is full of boiling water, you can guess what will happen. Similarly, when has to be used, this should be put into the bath after the cold water and not before it.

Many fireworks can lead to blindness or other injuries, especially those which are pushed into bamboo sticks. Catapults and wooden spears or swords should be used only by children with sense enough not to injurer other people.

Very young children often have to be watched carefully. They put everything they find into their mouths to see whether it can be eaten, sucked, or licked! Medicines have to be put out of their reach. A pill or some ointment which might be harmless for an adult can sometimes kill a baby. Older children have to be careful when drinking from a bottle. Some of them walk about as they drink, tip up the bottle to get the last drop out, then trip over something on the ground. If they are unlucky, they fall in such a way that the broken glass makes a horrible wound in the face or neck.

This is not a complete list of the dangers in and near a house, but it is enough to remind you to be careful.
(5 minutes     426 words)

1. What is the best interpretation of “A little fire on waste land can easily get out of control”?

  a. Careless smokers can start a sudden fire

  b. No fire brigades are available nearby.

  c. Dry grass on waste land catches fire easily.

  d. Children like to play with fire on waste land.

2. What happened recently in a village house?

  a. The house was burnt down before the Fire Brigade arrived

  b. The house caught fire and everybody in it was burnt.

  c. A fire broke out because of a burning lamp.

  d. The mosquito-net over a baby’s cot caught fire and the baby was burnt.

3. Which of the following is true?
  a. Only a few people know that long grass and rubbish round a house can lead to a disastrous fire.

  b. Nearly everybody knows celluloid masks and toys easily burn up near a flame.

  c. Most people are more careful with celluloid masks and toys than with long grass and rubbish.

  d. Some people may not be very careful about the dangers of celluloid masks and toys.

4. According to the writer children _____.

  a. are not supposed to use catapults and wooden spears or swords

  b. mustn’t be allowed to use catapults and wooden spears or swords

  c. can use catapults and wooden spears or swords on condition that they will not injure other people.

  d. should restrain themselves from playing with catapults sand wooden spears or swords

5. Why do very young children put everything they find into their mouths?

  a. They want to see if they are eatable.

  b. They are always hungry.

  c. They are just being naughty.

  d. They do so just out of curiosity.

6. According to the passage what may happen when older children drink from a bottle?

  a. They may cut their faces if they walk too fast.

  b. They may droop the bottle and break it into pieces.

  c. The drinking may keep them walking about all the time.

  d. They may have their faces cut if they slip and fall.

7. The main idea of the story is that ____.

  a. disasters might happen here and there

  b. even small fire or very hot objects can be dangerous in a house

  c. children should be watched carefully wherever they go

  d. we must be aware of all the possible dangers around us

15. Environmental Pollution

People all over the world today are beginning to hear and learn more and more about the problem of pollution. Pollution is caused either by man’s release of completely new and often artificial substances into the environment, or by releasing greatly increased amounts of a natural substance, such as oil from oil tankers into the sea.

The whole industrial process which makes many of the goods and machines we need and use in our daily lives, is bound to create a number of waste products which upset the environmental balance, or the ecological balance as it is also known. Many of these waste products can be prevented or disposed of sensibly, but clearly while more and more new and complex goods are produced there will be new, dangerous wastes to be disposed of, for example, the waste products from nuclear power stations. Many people, therefore, see pollution as only part of a larger and more complex problem, that is, the whole process of industrial production and consumption of goods. Others again see the problem mainly in connection with agriculture, where new methods are helping farmers grow more and more on their land to feed dour ever-increasing populations. However, the land itself is gradually becoming worn out as it is being used, in some cases, too heavily, and artificial fertilizers cannot restore the balance.
Whatever its underlying reasons, there is no doubt that much of the pollution caused could be controlled if only companies, individuals and governments would make more efforts. In the home there is an obvious need to control litter and waste. Food comes wrapped up three or four times in packages that all have to be disposed of; drinks are increasingly sole in bottles or tins which cannot be reused. This not only causes a litter problem, but also is a great waste of resources, in terms of glass, metals and paper. Advertising has helped this process by persuading many of us not only to buy things we neither want nor need, but also to throw away much of what we do buy. Pollution and waste combine to be a problem everyone can help to solve by cutting out unnecessary buying, excess consumption and careless disposal of the products we use in our daily lives.
(5 minutes    380 words)

1. The main cause of pollution is ______.

  a. the release of artificial or natural substances into the environment

  b. the production of new industrial goods

  c. increased amounts of a natural substance

  d. our ever-increasing population

2. What do you think will upset the environmental balance>

  a. Waste products.

  b. The whole industrial process

  c. Some kinds of disposable goods.

  d. Some machines we need and use in our daily life.

3. In the writer’s view, the more new goods, _____.

  a. the less pollution

  b. the harder pollution can be prevented

  c. the more pollution there will be

  d. the more easily pollution can be controlled

4. Many people see pollution as only part of _____.

  a. our daily life 

  b. the environmental balance

  c. the consumption of goods by man

  d. the whole process of industrial production and consumption of goods

5. Much of the pollution could be controlled if only _____.

  a. people would pay more attention to the problem

  b. governments would take effective measures

  c. all sides concerned would make more efforts

  d. farmers would use less artificial fertilizers

6. Food packages, bottles and tins for drinks can cause _____.

  a. air and water pollution

  b. both a litter problem and a waste of resources

  c. excess consumption

  d. unnecessary buying

7. People can help solve the problem of pollution by _____.

  a. urging their governments to control litter and waste

  b. making anti-pollution advertisements

  c. cutting down the use of oil and other oil products

  d. reducing unnecessary buying, over-consumption and careless disposal of wastes

16. Getting Lost on Purpose

I didn’t know the city at all and what is more, I couldn’t speak a word of the language. After having spent my first day sight-seeing in the town-centre, I decided to lose my way deliberately on my second day, since I believed that this was the surest way of getting to know my way around. I got on the first bus that passed and descended some thirty minutes later in what must have been a suburb.

The first two hours passed pleasantly enough. I discovered mysterious little book-shops in back streets and finally arrived at a market-place where I stopped and had coffee in an open-air café. Then I decided to get back to my hotel for lunch. After walking about aimlessly for some time, I determined to ask the way. The trouble was that the only word I knew of the language was the name of the street in which I lived --- and even that I pronounced badly.

I stopped to ask a friendly-looking newspaper-seller. He smiled and handed me a paper. I shook my head and repeated the name of the street and he thrust the paper into my hands. Seeing that it would be impossible to argue about the matter, I gave him some money and went on my way. The next person I asked was an old lady who was buying vegetables. She was very hard of hearing and I repeated the word several times. When she finally heard me, she seemed to take offence and began shouting and shaking her walking-stick at me. I hurried away quickly and was relieved to see a policeman on a corner. He certainly would be able to help me. The policeman listened attentively to my question, smiled and gently took me by the arm. There was a distant look in his eyes as he pointed let and right and left again. He glance at me for approval, and repeated the performance. I nodded politely and began walking in the direction he pointed. About an hour passed and I noticed that the houses were getting fewer and green fields were appearing on either side of me. I had come all the way into the country. The only thing left for me to do was to find the nearest railway-station!
(4.5 minutes        381 words)

1. The writer _____.

  a. was a complete stranger in the city.

  b. knew the city quite well

  c. had once visited the city

  d. had only a little knowledge about the city

2. The writer believes that if you want to know a strange city you should _____.

  a. go everywhere on foot

  b. ask people the way

  c. get lost on purpose

  d. get on the first passing bus
3. The main cause of all the writer’s troubles was that _____.

  a. he followed the policeman’s direction

  b. he couldn’t speak the language

  c. he left the city centre

  d. he went around without a guidebook

4. The newspaper-seller _____.

  a. understood what he said

  b. thought he would buy a newspaper

  c. showed him around the city

  d. told him how to get to the bus stop

5. Why did the writer leave the old woman in such a hurry?

  a. She did not understand what he said

  b. She was getting angry with the writer

  c. She was very hard of hearing.

  d. She had no idea where his hotel was.

6. The policeman on the corner _____ when the writer asked the way.

  a. took offence

  b. shook his head

  c. shouted loudly

  d. gave him some information

7. After following the policeman’s direction, the writer ______.

  a. came back to the hotel

  b. went all the way into the country

  c. got to the nearest railway-station

  d. took a taxi to the hotel

17. Churchill’s Portrait

When Sir Winston Churchill, the great British prime minister, reached his eightieth birthday in November, 1954, he was presented with his portrait by a well-known modern artist, Graham Sutherland. The painting had been ordered and paid for by the members of Parliament, who wanted to honor the Grand Old of World War II.

Sir Winston and Lade Churchill were deeply moved by this mark of respect and affection. Neither of them, of course, allowed the donors to see how much they both disliked the portrait. “It makes me look stupid--- which I am not!” protested Churchill in private. Publicly, he only remarked that it was “a fine example of modern art.” His friends smiled; it was well known that Sir Winston didn’t care for modern art.
Churchill was so unhappy about the portrait that finally his wife had it destroyed. Churchill died at ninety in January, 1965. lady Churchill followed him in 1977. shortly after her death, the public learned what had happened to Sutherland’s painting, and a heated argument broke out. The painter was understandably sad. The artistic community, shocked and angry, claimed that the destruction of the picture had been a crime. Historians said that they regretted the disappearance of a historical document. All agreed that the Churchills didn’t have the right to do what they had done.

Well---did they? A good part of the public felt that the subject (and owner) of a portrait had the right to get rid of it if it made him so unhappy. The question, however, has been raised many times before: who has the right to a work of art --- the sitter, the owner, the donor, or the artist who created it? And when the painting is the portrait of a historical figure, should the right of posterity be considered, as the historians claimed?
Another question comes to mind: who is qualified to judge a portrait? Graham Sutherland had told Sir Winston that he would paint him “as he saw him.” Churchill never had a chance to see the work in progress since the painter refused to show it to him. He found out only when he received his present that Sutherland had seen him as a heavy, sick, tired old man. Since he hated old age, he was naturally hurt and offended. But was the portrait a good one, as many (including the painter) said? Or was it bad and offensive as others (and the sitter) thought? Who is to judge? It is well known that we never see ourselves as others see us; but do we see ourselves better than they do?

None of these questions have been answered yet to everybody’s satisfaction.

(5.5 minutes    447 words)

1. To have Churchill’s portrait painted was the idea of _____.

  a. a well-known modern artist

  b. Parliament

  c. a friend of Churchill’s

  d. Lady Churchill

2. Which of the following is true?

  a. Churchill liked the portrait but his wife did not.

  b. Churchill did not like the portrait because he did not like the painter.

  c. Churchill liked the portrait because it was a fine example of modern art.

  d. Neither Churchill nor his wife liked the portrait.

3. When Churchill said it was “a fine example of modern art” he was_____

  a. dishonest.

  b. joking

  c. praising the portrait

  d. being diplomatic

4. When was the destruction of the portrait known to the public?
  a. As soon as it happened

  b. After Churchill died in 1965

  c. Soon after Lady Churchill’s death.

  d. Not until recently.

5. How did people react to the news?

  a. People of the artistic community were all very sad.

  b. The historians felt more strongly against it than the artistic community
  c. All people agreed that the Churchills had no right to destroy the picture.

  d. While some were upset quite a few people believed the Churchills had the right to destroy it.

6. Graham Sutherland painted Churchill_____.

  a. as a heavy, sick, tired old man

  b. as a person much younger than his age

  c. according to Churchill’s instructions

  d. according to Lady Churchill’s descriptions

7. According to the writer, who has the right to a work of art?

  a. The owner.

  b. The artist who created it.

  c. The public.
  d. He is not sure.

8. This article is mainly about _______.

  a. a world-famous British prime minister

  b. a British Parliament decision

  c. the destruction of a portrait of a historical figure

  d. Churchill’s portrait and its painter

18. Mr. Smith Blunders

Mr. Smith is well known in Washington because of his many social blunders. He always likes to attend the various social functions because he wants to expand his circle of friends. Whenever he is invited, he goes, unless he is ill.

Recently he received an invitation to a fashionable banquet. Although he did not know the hostess, he accepted the invitation. He was secretly very pleased, because he felt that his reputation as a desirable guest was growing.
When he arrived at the banquet hall, he found that about one hundred people had been invited. He began to move around the hall. He spoke to other guests whether he knew them or not. He soon realized that he had never met any of the other people present, although they seemed to know each other.
At dinner, he was seated beside a very dignified woman. The woman tried to be friendly even though she had never met Mr. Smith before. She spoke politely, whenever he spoke to her. Between the first and the second course of the meal, she turned to Mr. Smith and said, “Do you see that gray-haired man at the end of the table? The one with glasses.”
“Ah, yes. Who is he?” asked Smith.

“He’s the Secretary of the Interior!” she replied.

Mr. Smith said, “So that’s the Secretary of the Interior! I’m afraid that I find very little to admire about him, although he is the Secretary.”
The woman stiffened and did not reply. Smith continued in spite of her coldness. “I really can’t see how he received his appointment, unless he is perhaps a relative of the President.”
“It hardly matters whether you like the Secretary or not,” she said. “He was chosen because the President thought he was the man for the job. If he does the job well, you should have no complaint.”
“That’s just it,” persisted Smith. “No one does the things he does, unless he is a complete fool!”
“Sir!” said the woman in all her dignity. “Do you know who I am?” “No,” replied Smith.

“I am the Secretary’s wife,” she said coldly. Mr. Smith was shocked, but he went on in spite of his embarrassment.

“Madam, do you know who I am?”
“No, I don’t,” the woman replied.

“Thank goodness!” exclaimed Mr. Smith, as he quickly left the table.

(5 minutes      404 words)

1. Mr. Smith is well known in Washington because _____.
  a. he is the Secretary of the Interior

  b. he has more friends than other people

  c. he likes to go to all kinds of parties

  d. he always makes foolish mistakes on social occasions

2. Why was he very glad when he got an invitation to a grand party one day?

  a. He could meet more people at the party.

  b. He knew the hostess quite well.

  c. It was the first time he had been invited to such a banquet.

  d. He felt that his reputation was growing.

3. At dinner Mr. Smith happened to sit beside a ______ woman.

  a. beautiful

  b. serious

  c. noble 

  d. fashionable

4. The woman _______.

  a. kept speaking to him politely

  b. turned away when Mr. Smith spoke to her

  c. wished to introduce him to her husband

  d. asked Mr. Smith if he knew the gray-haired man at the end of the table.

5. Mr. Smith said something against the Secretary of the Interior because ____.

  a. they had different political views

  b. he knew for sure the Secretary was relative of the President

  c. Mr. Smith did not like the President

  d. he only wanted to carry on the conversation
6. How did the Secretary of the Interior get his post?

  a. He was a relative of the President

  b. The President appointed him.

  c. He was elected by a majority.

  d. He was recommended by his wife.

7. That woman turned out to be ______.

  a. the hostess herself

  b. the wife of the Secretary of the Interior

  c. a secretary of the President

  d. a friend of the President’s wife

8. Mr. Smith was _____ when he learned that the woman did not know who he was.

  a. shocked

  b. embarrassed

  c. relieved

  d. worried

19. School Without Walls

In 1968 the city of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, had a problem. The city’s school system needed a new school building and teachers but did not have the money to pay for this multi-million-dollar project. City officials solved the problem in a unique way. They decided to use the many scientific and cultural institutions in the city as the classrooms. Experts who worked in the various institutions would be the teachers. Among these institutions were such prestigious names as the Franklin Institute, with its science museum, workshops, and classes; the Free Library, containing nearly a million volumes; the Academy of Natural Sciences, Fels Planetarium, and the Rodin Museum.

The experiment in education, known as the Parkway Program, began in February 1969. john Bremer, an Englishman and education innovator, planned the program and became its director.

The Program has grown in size from 142 to 500 high school students and is so popular that thousands of applicants are denied places each year. The Program gives a freedom to high school education never known before. To supplement basic courses required for a diploma --- languages, history, science --- students may choose from more than a hundred other courses. Any subject will be offered if an instructor can be found. Every group of 15 boys and girls belongs to a “tutorial group”, led by a teacher and one assistant. Students in the Program say that school is no longer a place but an interesting activity.

About 100 institutions in Philadelphia---public, private, commercial---help the Program. During any one week students may be found in such diverse places as a bakery, a church or the municipal gas plant. Such places merely provide space for classrooms. Other institutions such as the University of Pennsylvania or the Temple University Medical School allow the Program’s own faculty to teach in their laboratories or other facilities. Other establishments provide both classroom space and instruction. One pharmaceutical-manufacturing company, for example, conducts a chemistry course.

In addition to their studies, students are encouraged to take part-time jobs. “The life of the city is our curriculum,” says Director Bremer. “Life and learning are all part of the same process.” Learning is excitement in this experimental program but it is not meant for every child. The student must be able to handle the freedom and self-discipline that the Program demands for academic success.

(5 minutes     398 words)

1. What was the problem Philadelphia had in 1968?

  a. Its school system needed a new school building.

  b. More teachers were needed for its school building.

  c. It lacked money for its educational project.

  d. Both a and B.

2. The word “unique” here means______.
  a. “very unusual”
  b. “proper”
  c. “ordinary”
  d. “pretty usual”
3. Who was the program planner?

  a. A famous English innovator.

  b. The director of a cultural institution.

  c. An Englishman called John Bremer.

  d. Someone in charge of the city’s school system

4. Every “tutorial group” consists of ______.

  a. a large group of children and their tutor

  b. 15 boys and girls, a teacher and his assistant

  c. 15 boys and 15 girls

  d. 15 boys but no girls

5. About 100 institutions in Philadelphia _______.

  a. provide space for classrooms

  b. open such courses as are required in the Program

  c. allow their laboratories and other facilities to be used

  d. offer their help

20. A Timeless Letter of Comfort

In October 1800 John Todd was born in Rutland, Vermont. Soon afterward his parents moved to Killingworth, Connecticut. When John was six, both his parents died. A kind-hearted aunt in North Killingworth agreed to take John and give him a home. He was brought up by her and lived in her home until he left to study for the ministry.

His aunt took seriously ill and feared she was about to die. In great distress she wrote John Todd a letter in which she asked him to tell her what death would be like.

Here is the letter he sent in reply:

It is now thirty-five years since I, as a little boy of six, was left quite alone in the world. You sent me word you would give me a home and be a kind mother to me. I have never forgotten the day when I made the long journey of ten miles to your house in North Killingworth. I can still recall my disappointment when, instead of coming for me yourself, you sent your servant James to fetch me.
I well remember my tears and anxiety as, perched high on your horse and clinging tight to James, I rode off to my new home. Night fell before we finished the journey, and as it grew dark I became lonely and afraid. “So you think she’ll to go bed before we get there?” I asked James anxiously. “Oh, no,” he said reassuringly. “She’ll stay up for you. When we get out of these woods you’ll see her candle shining in the window.”
Presently we did ride out into the clearing, and there, sure enough, was your candle. I remember you were waiting at the door, that you put your arms close about me and that you lifted me ---- a tired and bewildered little boy --- down from the horse. You had a fire burning on the hearth, a hot supper waiting on the stove. After supper you took me to my new room, heard me say my prayers, and then sat beside me until I fell asleep.

You probably realize why I am recalling all this to your memory. Some day soon God will send for you, to take you a new home. Don’t fear the summons, the strange journey, or the dark messenger of death who will fetch you. God can be trusted to do as much for you as you were kind enough to do for me so many years ago. At the end of the road you will find love and a welcome waiting, and you will be safe in God’s care. I shall watch you and pray for you till you are out of sight, and then wait for the day when I shall make the same journey myself and find you waiting at the end of the road to greet me.

(5.5 minutes     476 words)

1. Why did John Todd’s aunt ask him to go to North Killingworth?

  a. His parents had died and he was alone.

  b. His parents didn’t want him anymore.

  c. She meant him to study for the ministry.

  d. She was afraid that he would run away from home.

2. Why was John Todd disappointed when he arrived in North Killingworth?

  a. There was no one there to meet him.

  b. He didn’t like the town.

  c. His aunt’s servant had come to meet him, rather than his aunt herself.

  d. He didn’t like his aunt.

3. Which of the following did NOT await John Todd at his new home?

  a. A fire on the hearth.

  b. A hot supper.

  c. A hot bath.

  d. A new room.

4. Why do you think John Todd’s aunt wrote to him thirty-five years later?

  a. She missed having him at home with her.

  b. He was a doctor and could possibly cure her illness.

  c. She wanted him at her side when she died.

  d. He was a minister and was used to comforting dying people.

5. Which of the following does John Todd discuss in his letter to his aunt?

  a. The summons from God.

  b. The strange journey.

  c. The dark messenger of death.

  d. All of the above.

6. John Todd’s letter says God can be trusted ________.

  a. to provide a painless death.

  b. to provide love and a welcome at the end of the road

  c. to prevent death

  d. to cure her illness

7. John Todd wrote the letter in order to ______.

  a. comfort his aunt

  b. scare his aunt

  c. feel better about his own death

  d. recall his childhood

8. What does John Todd compare death to?

  a. A nightmare.

  b. A journey home to God.

  c. A frightening story.

  d. A warning from God.

Answers:

1. dcbbcdc         2. babdccc        3. ddcddbbc       4. dbbdb        5. bbcccca

6. cbbabad         7.bbdbad         8. dbadcbac       9. cccdd        10. dcbcabdd

11. cddcad         12.adcdd         13.daabcdc       14.ccdcadd       15.aacdcbd

16.acbbbfb         17.bddcdadc      18.ddcddbbc      19.cacbd        20.accddbab
